Affidavit of Personal Experience with HOPE worldwide, Lid.

I, Amy Haight, being duly sworn, depose and say that:

1.

From 1990 until 2002, I was a member of the Orlando Church of Christ (OCC), which during these
years was a legally affiliated and universally acknowledged part of the International Churches of
Christ (ICOC) organization. I was 19 when I joined.

In 1991, the ICOC introduced an organization called HOPE worldwide, which the ICOC
administered and oversaw. All OCC members were told by ICOC/OCC paid staff that HOPE was
‘the benevolent arm of the ICOC,’ operated by the ICOC strictly for the purposes of charity on local,
state, nationwide and international levels.

. AW HOPE participants were referred to as volunteers. But as a member of the OCC, I was expected,

commanded and coerced to be a ‘volunteer® for all of the activites held by HOPE wotrldwide, and to
give my own money to HOPE. -

The expectation to give money to HOPE and to participate in all HOPE activities was communicated
through sermons and speeches by paid staff, as well as through lay individuals who were ‘over’ me
in leadership. There were sermons to the whole church in which it was said that ‘every member
should participate’ or ‘every member needs to participate’ in the HOPE activities currently being
planned. But even when not directly communicated, 1 knew that my participation was expected,
because one of the requirements of being an ICOC member was to attend and fully participate in
every ICOC event, and to give money whenever asked, and give whatever amount was asked.
Participation in any ICOC event, including HOPE events, was not optional.

The coercion to participate in HOPE activities took various forms. One was the fear of being
rebuked for not attending. (A rebuke was a harsh correction, usually involving verbal abuse such as
being called “weak’, ‘rébellious,” ‘unspiritual,” ‘selfish’ and other such negative terms. Rebukes
were most often done in the presence of peers in a group setting, and involved a great deal of
humiliation, guilt and shame.) Another was the fear of going to hell through either not being a good
enough member of the ICOC, or through being excommunicated from the ICOC because of missing
too many ICOC functions (and other possible reasons).

We were told in church meetings that HOPE was the best and only charity organization that we
would or should ever give to. Giving to other charities was discouraged, and church members were
encouraged to give all charity money to HOPE instead. During almost every Sunday church service,
it was announced that all of the money we gave to the “poor collection” on Sundays would go solely
to local (city-wide) HOPE charity activities. I have learned since leaving the ICOC that this was
often not the case, although I do not personally have proof of this.

Another more subtle form of coercion was the manipulation of my emotions through being shown
videos of HOPE volunteers helping the poor, and having moving stories shared from the puipit that
were calculated to bring tears.

In addition to being coerced to participate in HOPE activities, I was also specifically directed to be
deceitful as part of my methods for collecting money for HOPE. All church members knew that
HOPE was run by the ICOC organization through ICOC paid staff. However, we were told not to
volunteer this information when trying to collect money, and I was even sometimes told to say







