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Istanbul Congregation Receives Registration
Istanbul, Turkey –  After 8 years of meeting privately and
in homes, our congregation in Turkey has finally
received its official registration as a Christian church.
This is not only a landmark moment for our brothers and
sisters in Turkey, but also marks the first of our
congregations to become fully registered in a Muslim
country. At present, we are registered as ‘Christian
fellowships’ in two other countries but this does not
technically provide the rights and protection that a

‘church’ registration includes. One of the terms of
registration in Turkey is that the church have a fixed
address and a functional ‘place of prayer’ – an obligation
that has been fulfilled through the conversion of a rented
apartment with government approval. Please read the
‘Thank-you letter’ on the back page of this newsletter for
further information about our brothers and sisters in
Turkey.

Jerusalem Wall means Church in Bethlehem
Bethlehem, West Bank – Not unlike the expulsion of Jews
from Rome resulting in the life-changing meeting of Paul
with Aquila and Priscilla in Corinth (Acts 18), a political
decision by the Israeli government has resulted in the
formation of a new congregation of disciples in the city
of Bethlehem. In July of 2002, the Israeli government
began construction of a 20 foot high concrete wall topped
by barbed wire, bordered on either side by six-foot deep
trenches and guard-towers at 1,000 foot intervals. The
stated purpose of this wall is to ‘enclose Palestine so that

terrorists will be prevented from attacking Israeli military
and civilian targets.’

By March of 2004, it had become increasingly
difficult for disciples to come and meet in East Jerusalem
(even possibly risking prison just for attending), so the
decision was made to begin ‘house church’ meetings in
Bethlehem. These house church meetings have been well

attended and in 2004 four more disciples were baptized
into Christ. Please pray the peace of Jerusalem and
Bethlehem!

More news on next page…

CONTENTS:
2004 Budget Overview p. 2
Country Map with Churches p. 3
Letter from Istanbul Church p. 4



Middle East Churches Grow 4.6% in 2004
Fifteen countries throughout the Middle East – In the Middle
East region Paul’s exhortation to prayer found in 1 Timothy
2:1-4 is a deeply felt need:

‘I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our
Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come
to a knowledge of the truth.’

It is prayer and the power of God that gives our brothers and
sisters the boldness to witness Christ and share their faith with
those around them. Throughout our congregations in the
Middle East in 2004, there were 56 baptisms and a net increase
in membership of 19. About half our congregations
experienced positive numerical growth and the most
outstanding was Dubai with 13 baptisms. The restarted work in
Iraq has been challenged by the fear and uncertainty left in the
wake of more than a dozen terrorist acts made against
Christian groups last year, and also made it necessary for the
Jordanian church leader to return home to Amman. Countries
like Bahrain also saw expatriate members moving away
because of the loss of employment due to the Iraqi conflict.
Please pray for our Middle Eastern brothers and sisters that
they truly could ‘live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness.’

Continued Need for Financial Support
United States – On behalf of the Middle East World Sector
(MEWS) I would again like to thank all of you for your
prayers and financial support in 2004 – $510,000 was
generously given. An extra special thanks goes to the West and
Inland Empire Regions of the Los Angeles church who
together contributed $385,000 which will account for 44% of
our budgeted needs in 2005. Thanks also to congregations in
San Diego, Phoenix, Anchorage, South Florida and the Metro
Heights Region of the Los Angeles church for contributions
that account for the remaining $125,000. Unfortunately, when
combined with our carryover balance of $100,000, we are still
$265,000 short of our current year (2005) needs. Since
everything in this current budget has already been cut back to
the minimum, further cuts will result in our mission churches
losing vital ministry personnel, public meeting facilities and
the possibility for additional ministry training.

So far this year, I am happy to report that two more
churches have made commitments to substantially support
Middle East missions: the Central Jersey Church of Christ and
the Austin International Church of Christ. Please pray for
more congregations to step forward and commit to supporting
this mission for lost souls in the Middle East!

In Christ’s love, Andy Fleming
Evangelist & Missions Coordinator
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Mission Field Support (MFS) 2004 2005
Salaries & Benefits 414,500$   259,718$   
Professional Expenses 15,250$     15,220$     
Telephone 34,500$     45,960$     
Facilities 103,500$   124,040$   
Bank Charges 12,650$     15,080$     
Expat relocation 10,000$     30,000$     
Emergency Medical Fund 24,000$     30,000$     
Contingency 11,000$     52,302$     

TOTAL 625,400$   572,320$   -8%

International Training Support
Inter-Country Travel (Middle East) 64,000$     67,300$     
International Travel 50,000$     50,000$     
Conference Expenses 25,000$     25,000$     
International Communications 15,150$     20,400$     

TOTAL 154,150$   162,700$   6%

Local Administrative Support (LAS)
Salaries & Benefits 122,700$   91,380$     
Professional Exp's & Travel 14,150$     13,400$     
Telephone 1,200$       1,200$       
Legal Services 24,000$     12,000$     
Financial Services 9,000$       11,200$     
Office Support -$               -$               
Printing 1,600$       3,000$       
Office Rental 4,800$       4,800$       
Capital Items 3,000$       3,000$       

TOTAL 180,450$   139,980$   -22%

TOTAL MEWS MISSION BUDGET
Mission Field Support 625,400$   572,320$   65%
Int'l Training Support 154,150$   162,700$   19%
Local Admin Support 180,450$   139,980$   16%

TOTAL 960,000$   875,000$   

Andy Fleming, Evangelist - 
Missions Program Coordinator

David Bruce, Administrator -    
Missions Support Coordinator
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