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“...remembering the words the Lord Jesus him-
self said; It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” Acts 20:35

ome for the holidays - just close your eyes

for a moment and let the memories of past

Christmas times with family flood in. | just
did it and now | have the warm fuzzies. Years ago
Gloria and | would take our girls back home to
Texas to be with our parents for two Christmas
celebrations — one with my parents and the other
with Gloria’s. So many happy memories. Now our
kids are grown and they come to our home for the
holidays. | get excited just thinking that in a few
days Andy, Staci and our granddaughter Kiara will
be coming from Boston, Kristi from San Francisco,
and Steve & Keri from a few miles down Interstate
405. | have experienced the excitement from both
sides, going home to parents and the family com-
ing home to us. | have learned the key to having a
great holiday time: Christmas is for giving.

to have you deprogrammed. | do not say these
things to make you paranoid, but to make you wise.
If you should find yourself in a deprogramming
situation where outsiders have been brought in,
run for your life! (Good advice for anytime someone
tries to hold you against your will or force their
ideas on you.) Do not think that you are strong
enough to take on these professional faith-breakers
alone. They are trained and experienced in ways to
destroy your convictions. You are not equipped to
take them on by yourself.

HONDURAS

Last month Gloria and | spent an incredible
week in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, with Phil
Lamb, World Sector Leader for Central and South
America, and the Honduras mission team. We
were there to help plant the first church in that
great country. The mission team, five men and
four women, are fired-up young single disciples
sent from Mexico City. The city is hungry for the
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nine team members 190 visitors! That is 21 for
each disciple! Already several have been baptized.

LOS ANGELES

On the weekend of November 4, two new
Kingdom-wide conferences were held in Los
Angeles: the Attorneys’ Forum and the Medical
Workers’ Conference. Both were unqualified
successes and will become annual events. The
Attorneys’ Forum will be expanded to include
church administrators and will continue to be
headed by John Bringardner, General Counsel for
the International Churches of Christ. The Medical
Workers’ Conference will become a workshop
under the leadership of Dr. Doug Webber, the
new national director of HOPE for Kids. It will
include a two-day conference in a world city in
need and several days of hands-on medical
ministry to the sick in a worthy project there.
Both the Conference and the Forum will be held
in L.A. in 1996.

This final issue of L.A. Story for 1995
is devoted to helping you have a super vaca-
tion time. There are some great articles to
help you. Ron Drabot’s article “Home for
the Holidays” is packed full of helpful sug-
gestions and advice gleaned from years of
experience as a disciple. The bottom line is
Give, Give, Give. Giving includes being sensi-
tive and smart. For instance, don’t parade
your spirituality. Choose a time for your
daily quiet times so it does not interfere
with family activities such as breakfast. Keep
in touch with at least one disciple over the
holidays, but don’t come across as though
you have to “check in.” Find a place where
you can talk by phone without disturbing
your family.

Many negative things have been said and
written about the Church today, and it is likely that
your family has heard some of them. A small number
of you have family members who believe you are in
acult and are so concerned that they might attempt

A Cory and Megan Blackwell and their children, Ashley, Aaron, Cory Jr., and
Amber, are ready to celebrate the holidays. Megan’s mother and father are
now disciples.

Gospel. The first time that | went out evangelizing
in the plaza with Phil, a man ran up to us. He said
that he had recognized Phil who had invited him
a few days earlier, but he had lost the information
and wanted to come that Sunday. God blessed the
first official service of the Church by giving the

Douglas Jacoby, noted Kingdom
teacher and author (see pp. 4-5) from
London will hold an all-day study of 1 Peter
for the Los Angeles Church on Sunday,
December 17 at the LA Convention Center.
We will all receive a copy of his new com-
mentary on the writings of James, Peter, John
and Jude for the printer’s cost of only $5.00.
Douglas has studied at Duke, Harvard and
Oxford Universities, and is a powerful teacher
and preacher of God’s Word.

This year is almost history. We are all
wondering where the time went. Incredible
victories have been won — many of them you
have read about on the pages of L.A. Story. |
want to thank the staff who does all the work
—Roger & Marcia Lamb, Emily Bringardner, Maryann
Rose, Nathalie Woods and Mark Wooten. Guys, you
are fantastic.

Have an awesome holiday. Take time to give
glory to God, learn from the past, plan for the future
and come back ready for the best year of your life. m
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H OME FOR THE F OLIDAYS & s

erhaps this will be your first opportunity as a

disciple to be with family and friends as a dis-

ciple. Maybe this is a third or fourth chance
since becoming a Christian to be with those you love
the most for Christmas. For others, you have been
in the church several years and have had numerous
occasions to be with your relatives during the year-
end break. Regardless of your “holiday” experience
as a disciple, here are some crucial questions to ask
and answer before embarking on your trip home.

* How do | express love to my family so
they feel it?

e How can | leave a positive and lasting
impression upon my family about the changes |
have made and the church God has added me to?

« How do I stay close to God amid all the
distractions of the holiday season?

= What should | do about relating to my old
friends who may not understand the commitment
| have made?

e How can | help those | love see what |
believe and stand for without coming across as
the “spiritual terminator?” How can | make sure
they will be excited to hear me say, “I'll be back?”

< Will it be tough to resist the temptations of
my old life?

The Bible provides us with the wisdom we
need to answer these all-important questions.

SHARE “Go home to your family and tell
them how much the Lord has done for you, and
how he has had mercy on you.” (Mark 5:18).
Our families and friends love us, even though
they often are not tremendously interested in
learning about our new-found beliefs. They usu-
ally welcome any positive contributions our
involvement in the church has made in areas like

¥ Ron & Lavonia Drabot with Justin and Jonathan.

our schoolwork, job, finances, relationships,
children and marriage. Don't be a “Bible banger.”
We need to maintain our deep convictions about
biblical truths while focusing primarily on the
great ways God has changed our lives. Most peo-
ple would rather see a sermon than hear one.

SERVE “Just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28)

The holidays need to be a visual aid for family
and friends to see how God has convicted us of
selfishness and that our purpose in life now is to
help others. Here are some simple servant sug-
gestions during the Christmas vacation.

= Wash the dishes and, in the process, wash
away any possible doubt in your parents that this
is just a “phase.”

= Take out the garbage and with it throw
away any idea that you are still the same person
you used to be.

= Help fix dinner and use the kitchen for
something other than refrigerator runs.

< Offer to pick up the relatives, vacuum after
the company leaves, help wrap presents, volunteer
for last-minute grocery trips, be the first to say
“thank you,” keep the bedroom clean, and do
anything else you suspect Jesus might do if he
were you. Keep in mind, though — these are not
things we do to impress. These are things we do
because they are godly and right.

S TAYALERT “Be self-controlled and alert.
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

According to the Scriptures, the devil con-
stantly looks for an opportunity to catch you off
guard and weaken you to the point of losing your
strong convictions.

The holiday season should be a time of
growth. Stay in touch with those who can help
you stay spiritually strong (Hebrews 3:12-14).
Crucial to your personal walk with God is consis-
tently reading your Bible and praying. Stay in
touch with other disciples. They will need your
encouragement. Do your best to locate disciples
from the church in the city where you will be
spending your holidays.

B ES PIRITUAL “No temptation has seized
you except what is common to man. And God
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are

tempted, he will also provide a way out so that
you can stand up under it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Yes, Satan and temptation will be our holiday
guests, but nothing will happen during your time
away that will be impossible to overcome. Nobody
will make you so angry you must retaliate. No
former sin will be too pleasurable to pass up. You
can say “no” to all of Satan’s dealings. Don’t be
gullible. You can stay spiritual and be successful
in your battle with the devil.

Qutsmart EViL “0o0 not be deceivect
Bad company corrupts good character.” (1
Corinthians 15:33).

Many of us will need to make decisions not
to allow ourselves to wind up in “certain places”
at “certain times” or with “certain individuals”
who, though not necessarily intentionally, may
lead us astray. These decisions are often difficult
because we may view ourselves as arrogant or
“overly-spiritual” if we don’t go along. Or we may
be viewed that same way by those we choose not
to accompany. (1 Peter 4:1-4). Play good defense
and don't take any chances in allowing the sinful
nature to overtake you.

S PEAK U P “And pray for us, too, that God
may open a door for our message so that we may
proclaim the mystery of Christ.” (Colossians 4:2).

Though being on the defensive against sin is
crucial during the holidays, one of the greatest
benefits in going home is discovering different
people who are open to hearing about your deci-
sion to be a disciple. Take advantage of the
opportunities God will give you to “open your
mouth” and then trust he will give you the right
words to say.

God has given each of us this great opportunity
to spend quality and quantity time with families and
friends. So what must we do to make the most of it?

Share. Serve. Stay alert. Be spiritual. Outsmart
Evil. Speak Up . . . Love.

Home for the holidays. Let’s bring Jesus with
us and watch God work to strengthen us and
impact others along the way. m
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“”: THEY PERSECUTED ME...” Doing Great Things for God Alwe

reat accomplishments for God are always

met with great opposition. The Bible and

secular history attest to this truth. Though
the thread of true Christianity is often hard to
follow through the ages, the history of persecu-
tion can roughly be separated into five phases:

THE JEWISH PERIOD

e 30 - 64 A.D. S———
In Danger From Jews and Gentiles Alike

From the beginning the Jews were at the
forefront of opposition to the Christian message.
Yet the persecutors’ primary goal was not to
disprove the message, but to prevent Christians
from evangelizing (Acts 4:16-17, 5:40). It is the
same for us. Satan has won the day as long as the
Christians are quiet!

We are familiar with the book of Acts and
the many riots stirred up by the Jews as they
hounded the disciples from city to city. Even in
the capital city of Rome the secular historian
Suetonius speaks of “disturbances at the instigation
of Chrestus” (Claudius, XXV.4, 49 A.D.) Apparently
the Gospel was having an impact in the Jewish
community in Rome! So it is today. Those who
consider themselves God’s “chosen people”,
whether in denominationalism, Islam, or even the

Restoration Movement, usually take the lead in
organizing opposition to Christ’s Church. We also
are familiar with the deaths of a number of apostles.
James, brother of John, was beheaded (Acts 12:2),
the first apostle to die for his faith. Paul was
forced to Rome, where eventually he, too, was
beheaded. Peter was crucified upside down at
his own request (Eusebius, H.E., 11.25.5.)

Later two things changed the secure position
of the Jews and Christians: Nero’s insane aggression
against the Christians (64 A.D.) and the destruction
of Jerusalem (70 A.D.).

God worked through the opposition to the
Church to spread Christianity throughout the
Mediterranean area and beyond. Centuries
before Christ, the Jews had been scattered (as
punishment for their sins) all around Asia,
Europe and Africa. Synagogues were formed,
and it was here that our early missionary broth-
ers and sisters first preached the Word — a sort
of evangelistic beach-head. This is the pattern
of disciples in Acts, and even Paul, apostle to
the Gentiles (Romans 1:16). Furthermore, as
the Jews chased the disciples from one city to
another, they were actually propelling the early
missionaries on an evangelistic course previously
determined by the Holy Spirit!

THE LIMITED ROMAN PERIOD

— (4-249 AD. e——

“If Only | May Attain to Jesus”

The Roman Emperor Nero (54-68 A.D.) was
a detested man with a perverse sense of humor.
In July, 64 A.D., he set the city of Rome on fire,
seriously damaging ten of Rome’s fourteen districts.
Needing a scapegoat, he blamed the Christians.
Anyone who was a Christian was likely to be exe-
cuted. The Roman historian Tacitus (112 A.D.)
records how Nero crucified many brothers and
sisters, wrapped others in animal skins to be
ripped into pieces by wild dogs, while turning
others into human torches to light the imperial
gardens (Annals, XV.44). This is possibly the
“fiery ordeal” referred to by Peter in his letter to
persecuted disciples (1 Peter 4:12). Nero’s per-
secution set a precedent for executing Christians
for just being Christians (Hebrews 13:2; Reve-
lation 12:11).

Our movement has not even come close to
the persecution level of Acts 8:4, much less that of
the time of Nero. (We are currently somewhere
between Acts 2:47 and 4:3.)

The cruel emperor Domitian (81-96 A.D.)
made a law that he had to be addressed and
referred to as master and God.” Obviously true
disciples could never go along with this nonsense,
and, consequently, many were exiled, executed,
thrown to the beast or deprived of their property.

In the second century things heated up
considerably. Increasing numbers of church
leaders and ordinary disciples were executed. In
Bithynia, the governor, Pliny, in a letter to the
emperor Trajan (112) admits:

“I asked them whether they were Christians,
and if they confessed, | asked them a second and
third time with threats of punishment. If they kept
to it, | ordered them for execution; for | had no
questions that whatever it was that they admitted
to, in any case stubbornness and inflexible per-
versity deserve to be punished. There were others
of equal insanity, but since these people were
Roman citizens, | noted them down to be sent to
Rome (Pliny, Epp,X.96).”

Terrible suffering was inflicted on the disciples
in the second century, but unlike the first century
situation, it became a capital offense to be a
Christian. The persecutions were still local, sporadic
and limited. There was still no serious attempt by
the empire to annihilate Christianity.
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ys Meets Opposition

In summary, during the Limited Roman
Period, the Roman Empire did not take Christianity
as seriously as it would immediately after. Opposition
was usually churned up in local situations, and
the pagans found that disciples made humble
scapegoats for their own problems. But because
opposition was geographical and temporary, the
church as a whole had plenty of time to deal with
its internal problems, and the negative propaganda
was actually free publicity which helped the
cause. The famous words of Tertullian (c. 200)
were in force: “The blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the church.”

IMPERIAL ROMAN PERIOD
e ?/9-313 A.D. —
Was Christianity Coming Apart?

As the number of disciples became so great
that the pagan temples were “losing members,”
popular hatred for the Christians increased. Despite
the church’s extensive involvement in society (it
had become the main source of care for the
poor), and despite the presence of committed
Christians at all levels of society, the tide turned.

In 247 A.D. the Roman Empire celebrated
its 1000th year. Politically, the empire was unstable.
Corruption and loose living were weakening the
moral fabric of Rome, and the degeneration affect-
ed the family, the military and the imperial house.
Inflation was running high. Overpopulation of the
cities and grinding poverty were the lot of those
who were exploited by the rich and powerful. The
plague struck and the biggest gothic invasion ever
came the next year (248 A.D.). Who could be
blamed? Obviously, the Christians.

The incredible irony of this attempt to bring
down the church, called “The Great Persecution,”
is that only nine years later Christianity was legal-
ized! In 313 A.D. the Edict of Milan granted freedom
of religion to all — pagan and Christian alike. In
381 A.D., Christianity became the official religion
of the Roman Empire!

CATHOLIC PERIOD
s 4TH-16TH CENTURIES —
The Persecuted becomes the Persecutor
The Catholic Church at the beginning of the
4th Century was certainly radically different from
the Catholic Church today! The commitment,
though weakening, was substantial. Baptism was
still administered to adults, who were immersed

by Doug Jacoby

for forgiveness of sins, although many decided to
wait until their old age before being baptized, in
case they sinned after baptism. (Struggles in
understanding grace have dogged every generation.)
But the more the government (particularly the
Roman Empire) got involved in the church, the
more political and worldly — even pagan — the
church became.

Millions of pagans poured into the church
since Christianity was the “official religion” (from
381 AD.) and social, economic and political
prosperity depended, to some extent, on being a
“Christian.” There was just one problem: these
people were not converted to Christ.

Popular superstition blended with revived
Judaism and polluted the relative purity of the
Christian faith. New doctrines were formed and
promoted: original sin, predestination, the worship
of Mary, and infant baptism all entered the stage
around the year 400 A.D. The Latin Bible was so
firmly entrenched that it became the “authorized
version.” As Latin became a dead language, except
in intellectual circles, the Bible was effectively
removed from the hands of the common man.
For centuries, churchgoers worshipped in the
language of the Roman Empire — even after it fell
in 476. Most attempts to revise or leave behind
the Latin Vulgate Bible were met with repression.

The Dark Ages were dark indeed. The
Catholic control of the church was challenged,
but attempts to reform it never gained ground.
Authoritarianism became stronger, while faith
and commitment grew weaker. In fact, when the
Muslim invasion swept southern Europe, northern
Africa and southern Asia in the 7th century, nearly
all “Christians” became Muslims. The Catholic
church had inherited the moral decay of the old
Roman Empire.

The Inquisition was established in 1233 to
deal with heresies and heretics, and within 20
years, torture had been approved as a means of
enforcing unity of opinion. What a pendulum swing:
the persecuted had now become the persecutors!

THE MODERN PERIOD
16TH-20TH CENTURIES
History Repeats Itself
Led by Luther, Calvin, Zwingli and others,
the Reformation Movement spread across
Europe. England became Protestant and began to
persecute Catholics. Foxes Book of Martyrs is full

G i s W=
of blood-curdling stories of the brutal repression.
Other Protestant groups, who had campaigned
for religious freedom only years before, refused
to tolerate dissension, and so denominationalism
was born. In 1611, John Smyth, building on the
earlier foundation of the Anabaptists, started the
Baptist church in England and his group was met
with persecution. Many religious groups, some
persecuted by Catholics, others by Protestants,
fled to the New World.

In our own century, religious persecution
has continued. In many places in the world,
including Uganda, the Philippines and China,
denominational leaders and missionaries have
been brutally treated or killed.

As the discipling churches have uncompro-
misingly preached the radical message of Jesus,
more and more controversy has developed and
disciples around the world are now experiencing
various forms of oppression.

As we move into the next century and confront
the world’s darkness in deeper ways, the major
types of persecution to expect are in the following
fields: Muslim cultures, the remaining hard-line
totalitarian countries, tribal peoples, territory
“controlled” by denominational Christianity.

Like previous periods in history, modern
disciples will experience persecution as a reality
in everyday Christian life. We see a fundamental
principle in effect: whenever a person tries to do
something great for God, he or she will be
opposed. “Blessed are you when people insult
you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be
glad, because great is your reward in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:11-12) m
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“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTE

by Maryann Rose & Marcia Lamb

N OMSA N CUBE

Harare, Zimbabwe

As the youngest of ten children and the only
girl, Nomsa Ncube had been raised with a strong
sense of family commitment. As a teen, she gladly
went to jail for protecting her brother from the
law. Family relationships were the most important
things in the world to her. However, over the
years, Nomsa became increasingly uncomfortable
with her family’s deep involvement in witchcraft,
a common practice in Africa. Her mother and
aunt were witch doctors who had always told
Nomsa that she possessed the spirit of her dead
grandmother, though Nomsa was never fully
convinced of this. She began to search for clear
spiritual guidance.

Nomsa gladly accepted an invitation to the
International Church of Christ in Harare. She
attended for seven months but she refused to
study the Bible. She had great difficulties trusting
the Christians or understanding Jesus, believing
what her family had always taught her; “Jesus is
the white man’s god.” She finally consented to
study the Bible with two disciples, Deysi Oguagha,
now the Women’s Ministry Leader in the Lagos,
Nigeria Church, and Colette Blakely. Nomsa’s
mother objected to baptism, hurling curses at her
and warning that the water “would turn to blood”
when she entered. Still terrified of this possibility,
Nomsa postponed her baptism while she studied

A Nomsa Ncube.

the Bible further and talked with the sisters in the
Church. She gained assurance from God, the
Scriptures and the brothers and sisters and was
baptized the next day.

Once Nomsa became a Christian, her family’s
disapproval and threats increased. They would
not let her handle certain household objects,
believing that she was possessed of an evil spirit.
When she quit her job in the family business, her
mother followed her to the next job, harassing
her employer so much Nomsa was terminated. In
an attempt to stop her from going to church, the
family took away her car and locked her in her
home. In a show of family solidarity against her
new faith, they then forced her to leave her home,
telling her she would be welcome back if she left
her God. Nomsa found refuge in the home of the
Deysi and Oneychi Oguagha and became an
intern for the Harare Church.

Nomsa’s brothers and her mother
believed they must do everything possible to
force her to abandon Christ. Though she no
longer lived at home, her brothers followed
her around Harare, threatening her and
beating her publicly if they saw her sharing
her faith; policemen never intervened.
One brother threw chemical fertilizer in her
eyes, causing permanent damage. Nomsa
took all the persecution in stride. She trust-
ed God to keep her safe from harm.

Satan found he could not snatch Nomsa
away with simple persecution, so he tried
another method to cause her to fall.
Nomsa’s brother contacted a woman study-
ing the Bible and lied to her about his rela-
tionship with Nomsa. He insisted that they were not
physical brother and sister, but lovers. Deceived and
convinced that Nomsa was a hypocrite, the woman
abruptly stopped studying the Bible. Nomsa was
shocked to learn that her brother had denied a soul
the opportunity to be saved.

Enduring four years of this treatment was
tremendously hard on Nomsa but her faith bore
fruit. Her nephew’s wife was baptized after wit-
nessing Nomsa’s strength to persevere as a
Christian. Of course, God always protected this
courageous disciple. This new Christian is the
daughter of a powerful diplomat with the ability
to protect Nomsa from further harm from her
family. Nomsa no longer lives with the fear of
daily physical harm, and is now the leader of the

women in the Harare Church. When asked how
she maintained the desire to stay faithful to God
when it was so difficult, Nomsa simply replies: “I
think to myself, “If I lose my faith, what will hap-
pen to my family? My country? My Africa? | must
stay faithful to see as many of my countrywomen
won to Christ as possible.”

G RISELDA\/ ASQUEZ

Central Region, L.A.

Expecting to spend a relaxing vacation with
her family at Lake Tahoe, Nevada, in 1993, Griselda
Vasquez was shocked when two deprogrammers
arrived for the only purpose of destroying her faith.
These strangers had manipulated her family to
trust them more than they did their own daughter.

A Rafael Lua & Griselda Vasquez.

For six days her faith, life and character were
assailed while she was forced to listen.

Today Griselda is a campus intern in the L.A.
Church, married to the man of her dreams,
Rafael Lua, on December 16th. When Griselda was
asked how she coped with such a humiliating
experience, she responded that she thought
about what Jesus went through for her in his trial
on the cross. She attributes her strong convic-
tions to the fact that she had made sure in her
walk with God that she had no doubts or quiet
reservations about her faith or her life. She knew
from the Scriptures what she believed and what
God’s purpose was for her life. The detractors gave
up and Griselda’s family is now looking forward to
her beautiful wedding.

6 12/17/95 L.A. STORY

)




BECAUSE OF RIGHTEQUSNESS™

CURTIS KAN

Central Region, L.A.

August 3, 1989 was a memorable, but not
“happy,” birthday for Curtis Kan. It began when
his sister came to his office with the news that
his mother was gravely ill. Right away, Curtis left
with his sister but, instead of going to the hospital,
they went to the beach house of a family friend
in Oxnard. There he found his mother crying
hysterically that she was “terribly worried” about
him. Before Curtis could comprehend what was
going on, two men entered the room and locked
the door. The trip was not for Curtis” mom, but for
Curtis himself. He was to be deprogrammed.

Shocked and hurt at his family’s deception,
Curtis asked to return to L.A. and discuss his faith
with his family under more calm circumstances,
but his mother only cried harder and begged him
to stay and hear these men out. They had terrible
things to say about Curtis’ church and she wanted

future in law school. This constant badgering,
arguing and questioning took place for three
days. Curtis looked for ways to get in touch with
Christians in L.A. but the men had removed the
phones. On the third day, the men allowed Curtis
to go outside the house to read his Bible and
pray. He read, prayed, and left a note in the
neighbor’s mailbox explaining to his parents that
he loved them but was leaving. He then hitch-
hiked back to L.A. and was met at the bus station
by two brothers.

Curtis’ parents were very disappointed and
unhappy he left his deprogramming session and
that the experience had not caused him to leave
the Church. Curtis has no animosity towards his
parents; he knows they meant well when they
wanted him to be deprogrammed because they
had no understanding of the commitment of a true
disciple of Jesus Christ.

Over time, because of Curtis’ constant love for
them, his marriage to his wife, Lynn, and the arrival
of Nicole, their daughter, Curtis has earned his par-

A Lynn & Curtis Kan with daughter Nicole.

him to hear it. Curtis agreed to listen to appease
his mother. The methods of “discussion” these
men used involved deceit and manipulation.
Trying to shake his faith, they appealed to
humanistic pride, by calling his faith an unnecessary
crutch for a man with his education and bright

ents’ respect. They support his faith, even though
they do not embrace it themselves. Curtis now serves
as Regional Administrator for the Central Region
of the L.A. Church. Curtis’ father died in July. Curtis
is grateful to God that the previously strained rela-
tionship between father and son had been repaired.

A Inetri Brazil Dixon (inset) with
her parents, Rosalind & Byron.

| NETRI BRAZILDIXON

AMS Region, L.A.

“I can't believe that | opposed my daughter
for her faith” Rosalind sobbed. “Now | under-
stand how she could be so strong when |
ridiculed her.” Inetri Brazil Dixon was invited to
church by a fellow cheerleader, Vanessa Rossel,
from her high school in Burbank, California.
Inetri responded to the love and the gospel and
studied with the AMS teen ministry in Los Angeles
several weeks before leaving for college. Inetri
continued to study with Christians at the Emory
University campus ministry in Atlanta, Georgia.
Then she was baptized at Emory, grew quickly,
and became a Bible Talk Leader. During her
Christmas break she came home to LA for the
holidays. Inetri persuaded her mother and
pre-teen sister, Brittne, to come check out the
church that had changed her life so radically.
Skeptically, Rosalind agreed. The message and
the warmth met a need in Rosalind as well. She
eventually opened up to studying the Bible and
was baptized at the February 5, 1994 All Church
worship service at the Los Angeles Convention
Center. (A brave faith step for this shy woman.)

Inetri’s father, Byron, took a bit more
persuading. However, the changes in his wife
and daughters had a definite impact on this
computer consultant who tried to be very
objective and protective about his family and his
personal life. Byron was baptized April 9, 1995.
Inetri has now transferred to LA Valley College.
This family is a shining beacon of faith in the
Media district of the AMS region.
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