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“. . . on his way he [Philip] met an Ethiopian
eunuch, an important official in charge of all
the treasury of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians . . . reading the book of Isaiah the
prophet . . . Then Philip began with that very
passage of Scripture and told him the good
news about Jesus. As they traveled along the
road, they came to some water and the eunuch
said, ‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be
baptized?’ And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water and Philip baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his
way rejoicing.”

Acts 8:27-39

his Ethiopian man, whose name we
do not even know, went off alone as a
baby Christian to evangelize the “Dark

Continent.” He must have been successful,
because church historians tell of strong churches
existing there in the second century. How could
one inexperienced person accomplish this? He
didn’t. God did. When will we ever learn that all
God needs to accomplish the goal of making
disciples of all nations is a few sold-out vessels of
flesh through whom he can work?

In 1986, a multi-racial group of 16 brave
disciples once again ventured into Africa to
claim it for God, starting in South Africa, the
land of apartheid. Now less than 12 years later,
over 9,300 disciples meet in 37 nations on the
continent. Amazing growth? Yes, but it was God.
God’s miracles in Africa are inspiring and
challenging disciples everywhere.

Last month, 95 leaders of the International
Churches of Christ from around the world gathered
in Los Angeles. The three-day conference was
called by Kip McKean to address various needs in
the Kingdom. In his opening speech, he called us
to refocus on the battle that Satan is waging on
every continent against the advancing army of
God. More than any other conference I can
remember, this one centered on our need for
God. One particularly powerful speech was delivered

by Mike Taliaferro and Oneychi Oguagha. Mike is
the Lead Evangelist for the Johannesburg Church
and oversees the evangelization of the African
continent. Oneychi is the Lead Evangelist of the
rapidly growing Lagos, Nigeria Church and
oversees the churches in his geographic region.

Oneychi asked a question that hit directly
in my heart. He asked, “Do you pray
because you are supposed to or because
you have great expectations of what God will
do in response?” I nearly always have my
morning time with God, when I pray and read
his word, but it had drifted into a “supposed
to” time, more of an obligation than an
eager expectation. I realized that the first

thing I did each morning was to turn on my
computer and check my e-mail, rather than
eagerly falling on my knees and  communicat-
ing with my Father. I have now changed that.

In January of this year, the church in Lagos
demonstrated the power of God. They began the
new year by gathering all 2,484 disciples along
with 2,000 friends on a soccer field at 11 PM to
“pray in” 1998. They prayed with great expecta-
tion for 200 baptisms in January. At least five

disciples prayed every
hour of every day
during the entire
month. God did
not disappoint them:
within 18 days, 205
people were bap-
tized; and by the end
of the month, 340
were born again!

God has raised
up the International
Churches of Christ to
take the gospel of
Jesus Christ into the
21st century. The
task is formidable

and Satan is strong, but God is able. By the year
2000, just two years from now, a church of true
disciples will exist in every sizable country in the
world. Then the real challenge begins: get the
word out to every town, every village, every house,
every hut, every person, everywhere. It can happen;
it must happen. It will happen . . . if we rely on God
with great expectations. That is the message that is
coming OUT OF AFRICA. ■
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▼ This incredible picture was taken in Kenya by Anne-Brigitte Taliaferro,
Women’s Ministry Leader for the African Churches.

In 1991, the brothers on staff of the Lagos Church included their lead
evangelist, Henry Kriete, in sharing their African roots. This was the night

before Charles Elikwu left to lead the church planting in Accra.
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he BBC recently called Johannesburg
the worst city on Earth for crime
outside of a war zone. Apartheid, the

forced separation of people based on skin color,
nearly destroyed South Africa. In 1986, a multi-
racial group of 16 disciples from Boston began the
Johannesburg Church of Christ when it was still
illegal for blacks and whites to worship together.
Though apartheid was abolished in 1994, the
devastation remains from the struggle for
freedom: violence, broken families, and racial
hatred. Slowly, the country has begun to tackle
the serious path of rebuilding a nation. In the
middle of this drama, God has blessed the church
with almost 2,000 disciples and a Sunday attendance
of over 3,400. When people walk into our
services, they are amazed by the love between all the
various ethnic groups. We sing and pray in English,
Zulu, Afrikaans, Xhosa and a variety of other
languages. Indeed, we are probably the closest
thing in the 20th century to sounding like the Acts
2 Day of Pentecost every Sunday. 

The most rapid spread of AIDS in the world
is within the continent of Africa. According to the
World Health Organization statistics, over 22 million
Africans are HIV positive, and, sadly, one million of
those are children. It is estimated that at the turn of
the century, over 40 million people will be infected,
raising the number of HIV positive children to
4 million. The Johannesburg Church of Christ is on
the front lines of the battle against the spread of
this disease. In February of 1997, we held South
Africa’s first ever AIDS benefit concert. In the
pouring rain 5,000 people came to Johannesburg’s

largest outdoor stadium to hear a sermon, some
great music, and to support HOPE worldwide. The
Johannesburg Church has contributed approxi-
mately $50,000 in the last three months to HOPE
worldwide South Africa. At the close of the concert
a check was actually parachuted in by skydivers.

One of the reasons for the rapid spread of
AIDS is the lack of reliable information about how the
disease is contracted. God inspired disciples such as
Mark Ottenweller to establish the very first free AIDS
clinics in Africa. Last November, in one of the
largest education campaigns ever in Africa, disciples
volunteered with Mark and other HOPE worldwide
personnel to hand out over 1,200,000 brochures
warning people of the danger of AIDS. About one

in every 200 African adults was
handed a brochure that day.

Many other victories of
explosive growth were won
recently. In the Johannesburg
Church, 150 people were
baptized in January of this
year. In November 1997,
Women’s Days were an
incredible success as 850
women disciples had 2,500
women in attendance.

Johannesburg has also been
busy planting churches. Three
years ago our attendance was less
than 900. But since then we
sent out over one third of our
membership (300 disciples) to
other cities to strengthen existing

ministries or to plant churches in 17 African cities.
God worked a miracle by continuing to multiply
the disciples who stayed behind. This year we
hope to establish a church of true disciples in our
38th nation in Africa, leaving us with only two
more nations yet to plant!

The disciples in Johannesburg face our share
of challenges. The Lion may never sleep, but we
are confident because “he [God] who watches
over you will not slumber” Psalm 121:3. ■
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JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA by Mike Taliaferro

▼ A brother, Blaise Feumba, baptizing his mother,
Heléne Tchoua, in the church in Douala, Cameroon.

▼ First staff meeting of the Abidjan Church to begin the year 1998!

Hervé and Janet Fleurant, Lead Evangelist and Women’s
Ministry Leader of Abidjan Church, with their children David

(3), Daniel (5), Sahai (3). The Fleurants are also the
Geographic Sector Leaders for French-speaking Africa.

▼

▲ Mike and Anne-Brigitte Taliaferro with their children. The Taliaferros lead the fast-
growing Johannesburg Church, as well as oversee the evangelization of the African
continent. In only 12 years, 37 nations in Africa now have discipling churches and the
largest church, Lagos, Nigeria, has a sunday attendance of almost 6,000.



Banjul, Gambia – 1997/47

Bissau, Guinea-Bissau
1997/18

Conakry, Guinea
1996/207

Freetown, Sierra Leone
1996/110

Monrovia, Liberia
1997/90

Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire
1990/2,090
Accra, Ghana – 1992/1,141
Lome, Togo – 1997/61

Warri, Nigeria – 1994/458

Libreville, Gabon – 1997/34

Luanda, Angola – 1997/46

Kinshasa, Zaire – 1995/134

Windhoek, Namibia – 1995/13

Johannesburg, South Africa – 1986/3,416
Maseru, Lesotho – 1997/20
Cape Town, South Africa – 1990/502

Port Elizabeth, South Africa – 1994/95

Brazzaville, Congo – 1996/54

Cotonou, Benin – 1996/29

Lagos, Nigeria – 1989/5,814

Douala, Cameroon – 1994/153

Dakar, Senegal – 1997/23

Ouagadougou, Burkina – 1995/72

Ibadan, Nigeria – 1997/45

Ilorin, Nigeria – 1994/257

Gaborone, Botswana – 1993/140

Antananorivo,
Madagascar – 1997/13

Umtata, South Africa – 1990/281

Durban, South Africa – 1994/139

Manzini, Swaziland – 1997/29

Maputo, Mozambique – 1996/53

Asmera, Eritrea – 1997/5

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia – 1992/25

Eldoret, Kenya – 1993/174

Nairobi, Kenya
1990/1,340

Arusha, Tanzania – 1996/25

Kigali, Rwanda – 1997/9

Lusaka, Zambia – 1996/86

Blantyre, Malawi – 1997/34

Harare, Zimbabwe – 1989/522

Kampala, Uganda – 1997/14

Bangui, Central African Republic – 1997/16

Churches Of Disciples

Countries planted                  Countries not planted

A record 16 churches were planted in 1997

Pillar churches of Africa
Sunday Attendance as of February, 1998.
(Northern African countries are part of the Middle East World Sector.)
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The African Challenge
• 57 countries and territories on the continent
• 1990 continent population – approximately 642 million
• More than 1,000 different languages and ethnic groups
• Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and witchcraft are widespread and

commonly practiced
• Over 22 million people are HIV positive
• Average annual income: $500

Churches Of Disciples
▲ Steve and Lisa Johnson, leaders of the

ACES World Sector which includes most
of the countries on the African continent.


