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R Editorial ...

Shalom

Salaam

“Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely com-
pacted together. That is where the tribes go up, the
tribes of the LORD, to praise the name of the LORD
according to the statute given to Israel. Pray for
the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May those who love
you be secure. May there be peace within your
walls and security within your citadels.” For the
sake of my brothers and friends, I will say,
‘Peace be within you.”  Psalm 122:2-3, 6-8

erusalem is an incredible city. Three thousand

years ago this year, King David captured the city

and made it the capital of his kingdom. Since
then the history of the world has been shaped and
influenced by what has happened there. Most of
the events described in the Bible occurred within
a 100 mile radius. Now three major religions —
Judaism, Islam and Christianity — consider this to
be a holy city. “Holy” is not the best word to
describe those past 3,000 years; “bloody” might
be more appropriate. In that time nearly 100
battles have been fought for control of Jerusalem.
The tension is no less today as the Palestinians
are pushing for East Jerusalem to become the
capital of the West Bank and the Israelis are just
as determined to prevent that.

Over two hundred leaders of God’s modern-day
movement gathered in Jerusalem this past May.
We as disciples were drawn to Jerusalem because
that is where it all began nearly 2,000 years ago.
Jesus was born only five miles from there; some
of his most powerful preaching and healing was
there; he was crucified and resurrected there;
and he started his church there. Then the word
rang out from Jerusalem and was heard around the
world in just one generation. Since the first century,
the church has never again taken the message to
the whole world, much to its shame. As disciples,
we went back to Jerusalem to see our roots. God
has done great things among us in the last eighteen
years, but so much remains to be done. Being there,

where it all began, was more than inspirational, it
was a sobering call-back to the challenge before
each of us. We can do no less than what our first-
century brothers and sisters did as they took the
Good News of Jesus everywhere.

A Kip McKean preaching at the opening of the World Missions Conference in the Garden of Gethsemane.

The convicting preaching of Kip McKean and
the World Sector Leaders softened our hearts and
brought us back to the task before us. Walking
the streets of Jerusalem removed our excuses.
Our lives have become so complicated with our
twentieth-century pace, problems and priorities.
Walking in some of the same places that Jesus and
his disciples walked was sobering as well as awe-
inspiring. Everything Jesus did was focused. He
did not allow his life to become so complicated.
His cross was always before him, and his every
decision was consciously made to bring him to that
cross. | came away from Jerusalem with a new
resolve to keep my focus on Jesus and his mission
(Hebrews 12:1-3). Today each of us is facing
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priority problems. So many good things compete
for our time and attention. Like Jesus, | must
always deny myself, walk towards his cross and
take someone else with me. Too many of my
days have been full of good things, but not
; bringing anyone
closer to Jesus.
No more! It is
time to get back
to the basics. It is
time to focus on
Jesus’ purpose,
on our purpose
| — seeking and
saving the lost
(Luke 19:10).
My life will
never be the
same after being
in Jerusalem.
And if I get the
chance to influ-
| 2 ence you, yours
gwon't be either.
If you ever have
the opportunity
to make that trip, do it. However, making a trip to
Jerusalem is not a requirement for going to heaven,
pleasing God or being spiritual. Many religions
stress pilgrimages to some “holy” place. This is not
the case in true Christianity. Holiness has nothing to
do with a location. Hebrews 12:22-23 states, “But
you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly
Jerusalem, the city of the living God...to the
church of the firstborn, whose names are written
in heaven.” We need to rejoice that we are not just
tourists, but citizens of the true Jerusalem — the
church. Shalom is a Hebrew greeting which
means “peace.” May we have peace in our
Jerusalem, and may we bring many others into
that peace. SHALOM! m
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Called to Peace

Inspiring Quotes from Messages at the 1997 World Missions Leadership Conference

“For many of us, our goal is to be joyful.
However, in his letter to the Philippians, Paul’s
passion was Christ: to live as Christ, to be like Christ,
to know Christ and to have the strength of Christ.

=

A Exemplary of “Fruitful Labor,” Kip McKean and Al Baird baptize Gary
Mons in LA shortly after returning from the conference in Jerusalem.

For Paul, ‘to live is Christ’ meant fruitful labor
and “to die is gain” meant heaven (Philippians
1:21). Fruitful labor. Having an impact. Making a
difference. Isn’t that one of the reasons why we
became disciples? Yes, we wanted to go to heaven.
Yes, we wanted to be saved. As younger people
we wanted a sense of purpose and destiny. The
Christian life is the only life that fuffills this yearning
that God put into us.

Working out my own salvation (Philippians
2:12) doesn’t mean | do it on my own. It simply
means that | alone am responsible for my
spiritual growth.

Paul’s passion was to ‘know Christ’ above all
else (Philippians 3:10). Christianity is not first

ROGER LAMB

and foremost a commitment, but a relationship
with God. People have trouble with the commitment,
because they don't have the relationship with God.

I've become too tolerant of sin. In Revelation 2,
Jesus rebukes two churches for tolerating sin. A
few years ago, | wasn't sure why | lost strength when
two of my best friends were at odds. It was because
| didn’t challenge sin; | tolerated it. | should have
confronted the situation confidently and biblically.
I've seen my sin, I've seen my tendency to be
sentimental and I'm dealing with it. As disciples,
none of us can tolerate sin.

| have to confess: | love to study the Bible! |
love the big picture and the details. | have to share
another confession: | love the ministry!”

HERE ARE MY CHALLENGES:
1 Love God, love the ministry, pressure
and responsibility.
2 Hold the Bible as the standard for our lives
and for the lives of all the disciples.
3 Have awesome marriages. Don't make excuses.
4 Raise spiritual, fruitful, leadership-destined kids.
5 Be personally fruitful this year.
6 Call each disciple to be personally fruitful this year.

7 Be unified with all disciples and leaders
around the world.

8 Go to your own ‘Jerusalem’ and lay your life
down for people in the name of Christ.

— Kip McKean, from ““Peace That Passes Understanding,”
keynote speech, Jerusalem

EMILY BRINGARDNER

“Are you still sleeping?...God brought you here to
wake you up! This garden symbolizes a great time
in history. For many; it is long forgotten. We dare not
forget this memory. We must live it out every day.”

— Cory Blackwell, from “Are You Still Sleeping?”
spoken in the Garden of Gethsemane

“Go preach the Holy Almighty God — Isaiah got
results from preaching GOD — all the aspects of
God! You can't describe what you can't see your-
self — you have to know God” (Isaiah 40: 6-9).
Prophets worked out their relationship with God in
full public view (Jeremiah 20: 27). Jeremiah was
open about his life (Jeremiah 8, 12, 20). People
need a model to follow — to see us discipled. Jesus
was the best disciple of God, because Jesus wanted
to only teach what the father taught him” (John 8).

— Frank Kim, from “Preaching Peace, Peace,”
spoken in Jerusalem

“With the words, ‘Peace! Be still,” Jesus rebuked
the winds and waves. We must rebuke the winds of
change and the waves of worry...When you are
completely calm, it [affects] all those around you.”

— Elena Garcia-McKean, from ““Peace, Be Still,”
spoken on a boat on the Sea of Galilee

“When Jesus calmed the storm, God changed
events quickly. We need to change quickly by
God’s power.”

— Steve Johnson, from “Peace, Be Still,”
spoken on a boat on the Sea of Galilee

“The people who walked around the city of
Jericho were not soldiers, they were people who
believed the unbelievable could happen. We can
see the evidence of that faith with our own eyes.
What are some walls in your life that with faith in
God can come down in seven days?”

— Lisa Johnson, from “These Walls Will Fall,”
spoken in Jericho

GER LAMB

A From top to bottom:
Cory Blackwell;
Lisa Johnson;
Steve Johnson; and
Elena Garcia-McKean.

MARYANN ROSE

“Why did the walls of Jericho fall? Because God
wanted them down. If God wants a wall to come
down, it will come down. God wants the walls to
come down in my ministry and in my life. If I will
be a Joshua, the walls will come down.”

— Marty Fuqua, from “These Walls Will Fall,”
spoken in Jericho

“Are you addicted to winning?...Ego
divides God’s people. If we promise never to
divide, the movement will go on forever...We
must be unified in spirit as well as united in
purpose...God blesses unity.”

— Douglas Arthur, from “The Bond of Peace,”
spoken in Jerusalem
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|_iving and Active

Personal Convictions from the 1997 World Missions Leadership Conference in Jerusalem

A Mark and Nadie Templer, Geographic Sector Leaders, lead
the London Church where 2,303 now attend Sunday services.

“| was especially inspired by the washing pools

outside the Temple. Realizing that, on the day of

Pentecost, 3,000 disciples were baptized here

made the book of Acts very real to me.”

— Mark Templer, London

“Overall, | left the conference desiring to be more
like Jesus. | decided to deal with anger in my
life by controlling my temper in all situations.”

— Nadine Templer, London

“l'am humbled and inspired when | see the rugged
terrain that Jesus and his disciples traveled by foot to
get the Word out.”

— Hervé Fleurant, Abidjan, Ivory Coast

bEyhile standing at the Sea of Galileg, |
was reminded of the passage in Mark
6:33 where the people went ahead of
Jesus on foot just to hear him speak. We
are told that was a distance of 17 miles.
Today, in Lagos, many disciples have to
walk miles to come to church. This
devotion to Jesus challenges my attitude,
and all disciples, when we are asked to

suffer and work hard for Jesus. 71
— Onyechi Oguagha, Lagos, Nigeria

LISA MORTIMER

“Only a radical dependence on God and his Word
can keep us inspired and motivated for the chal-
lenges that still lie ahead. Kip’s focus on knowing
Christ helped me to identify what I need to focus
on for the next year — growing even closer to God,
and drawing strength, joy and inspiration from
him every day.”

—Jim Blough, Washington, D.C.

“So many faith-building
lessons were taught by
Jesus on the Sea of Galilee
— the training ground of
faith. | must be trained
and teach my disciples
using the great illustra-
tions Jesus used with his
own disciples.”

— Cesar Lopez, Manila

YINILIOW VSIT

A Cesar Lopez at the site of the
Garden Tomb. Cesar and
Jennifer now lead the Manila
Church that has a Sunday
attendance of 3,449.

“The place in the Holy
Land that left the deepest
impression on my heart was the Sea of Galilee. It
is still close in appearance and feel to what it was

LISA MORTIMER

A Oneychi and Deysi Oguagha, Geographic Sector Leaders, lead
the church in Lagos, Nigeria. Their Sunday attendance is 3,480

like when Jesus walked, preached and sailed on
it. | could easily relive the way he felt, what he
saw, what he smelled, and possibly what he would
think as he scanned the beauty of creation and yet
dealt with the reality of human nature, his own
and other peoples!”

— Wyndham Shaw, Boston

“Frank Kim’s message affected the most change in
my life. | made a decision to open the Bible in
every sharing and discipling time.”

— Jeannie Shaw, Boston

“The steps leading up to the Temple in Jerusalem
inspired me the most. | could visualize Jesus preach-
ing to the people. Now | want to baptize my 3,000.”

— Steve Sapp, Atlanta
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“When | saw crowds of people worshipping
the religious sites, | was struck by Jesus’ words
to the woman at Jacob’s well. People try so hard
to worship in a physical Jerusalem, yet, God’s
worshippers must worship in ‘spirit and truth’
(John 4:24). The spiritual home that so many are
searching for is inside each disciple, no matter
where we are.”

— Kim Sapp, Atlanta

“Frank Kim's challenge to “live and preach our lives
in full public view” convicted me. My evangelism, my
prayer life, my struggles and inner heart — only when
these are in public view can my preaching truly galva-
nize the people into a spiritual, unified, fighting force.”

— Douglas Jacoby, Washington, D.C.

“My conference decision is: ‘I want to know Christ.’
This decision was inspired by my visits to Gethsemane,
the place where the Lord also conformed his heart to
the will of God.”

— Vicki Jacoby, Washington, D.C.
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A Samand Cynthia
sectors Leaders an
7,715in attendance on
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Well. They are Geogfap
! Ww York Church which has

» Javier and Kelly Amaya,
Geographic HOPE Leaders
from Mexico City.

v Replica of Herod’s
Temple during the
time of Christ.

“I am grateful for the opportunity to be with other
leaders from around the world. | feel more tied in
with brothers and sisters in the other world sectors. It
was very bonding to imagine together what it must
have been like for Jesus. This trip deepened our unity.”

— Cynthia Powell, New York

ROGER LAMB

“I made the decision to love and serve God instead
of using him. | realized Jesus was consumed with
pleasing God and | want to imitate him in my prayer
and ministry by serving his great purpose instead
of my own.”

— Javier Amaya, Mexico City

k&) have decided to renew my
purpose of saving souls since that is
the decision Jesus made in the
Garden of Gethsemane. 71

— Kelly Amaya, Mexico City

“I decided | will not tolerate lukewarm disciples
in the church. All disciples need to live as a disciple,
starting with myself. To sustain these convictions, |
need to have an awesome daily walk with God.”

— John Louis, Sydney

“Looking out over Jerusalem from the
Mount of Olives, I thought about Jesus
and all the great men who paid for
their privilege to be God’s messenger
with their very lives. I've re-dedicated
myself to: 1) TOTAL commitment
to the movement of God; 2) daily
dying to FEAR and UNBELIEF, and; _

3) seek His will first in every plan -

and decision.”

RDNER

14V Wy

EMILY BRINGA!

— Andy Fleming, Moscow

A Afishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.

John Louis at the Sea »
of Galilee. John and Karen
are Geographic Sector

Leaders for Southeast Asia.
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