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R Editorial
Shine

by Al Baird

LSl N

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and
give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

2 Corinthians 3:18

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness

of the heavens, and those who lead many to

righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”
Daniel 12:3

Hiddleson; only Kristi and the final third of the
prayer remained. God tested the patience and
faith of us all on this last part. “Mr. Right” seemed
nowhere to be found. Then Kristi went to the
World Leadership Conference in Johannesburg
a year and a half ago. There two old friends,
Russ and Gail Ewell who lead the San Francisco
Church, challenged Kristi to move to San Francisco
and go into the full-time ministry. She did. The
Lord and the Ewells chose her to lead a ministry
with a young man whom Russ had converted. The
rest is history. Greg and Kristi did an outstanding
job leading their ministry, and they fell in love. So
that walk down the aisle with Kristi on my arm is

many to righteousness. God has blessed their
work in an incredible way as they have planted 10
churches in three nations, and two of those
churches have attendances over 1,000. Six of
those churches are in the largest Muslim nation in
the world. Much of the time that these churches
were being built, John was working a full-time
secular job! You will enjoy reading about them in
“The Sleeping Giant” on page 7.

God has accomplished things through us
that would have been unbelievable 10 years ago.
No one imagined then that there would be a HOPE
worldwide, and that it would staff, manage and
operate a hospital, and that the hospital would be in

hine. That is exactly

what my daughter

Kristi did on Decem-

ber 21st as she walked
down the aisle on my arm
and looked into the face of
her soon-to-be husband,
Greg Bodzioch. It was a long
walk. Oh, the aisle itself was
less than 100 feet long, but
the walk had started many
years before. When Gloria
and | were married 35
years earlier, we immedi-
ately began to pray for our

future children. We prayed
that each of them would
someday wholeheartedly
give their life to God and
that each of them would
marry someone who would love them, but
would love God even more.

We watched God answer that prayer over
many years. Staci, Kristi and Keri grew up to be
beautiful women, both inside and out. Each of
them made Jesus their Lord. Then God brought
Andy Yeatman into Staci’s life; the first third of the
prayer was answered. Next, Keri found Steve

A The Baird Sisters, now all married, from left to
right—Keri Hiddleson, Kristi Bodzioch, and Staci
Yeatman. In a beautiful December wedding, Kristi Baird
married Greg Bodzioch. The happy couple are leading
full-time in the San Francisco Church.

one of the most memorable walks | have ever
taken. There the Lord turned his face towards us,
made his face shine upon us and gave us peace.

SHINING IN THE DARKNESS

Two modern-day heroes are John and Karen
Louis. In the midst of tremendous hardship and
persecution, they continue to shine as they lead

Cambodia. The unbelievable
became reality last month.
Likewise, no one would have
believed that today there
would be a dynamic church
in Cambodia; but there is,
and it grew 75 percent in
1996. In the land of the
Killing Fields, God has opened
the doors for us to define
both Christianity and modern
health care!

With 10,000 in attendance
at the Discipleship Seminar,
December 15th was a time to
celebrate and be challenged.
Bringing over 8,000 toys to
the needy was the right way
to start the season of giving.
Spending the entire day
studying the call to disci-
pleship was the right way to start 1997. The
Lord has made his face shine on us and has been
gracious to us as the Movement of God’s people in
an incredible way. Each of us needs to be
transformed into the Lord’s likeness with ever-
increasing glory. This year we need to lead more
to righteousness than ever before. It is time to
SHINE, SHINE, SHINE! m
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Committed Disciples of Jesus

by Bruce Williams

iscipleship is one of the great principles

that distinguishes God’s modern-day

movement from the denominational

world. We do not just talk about following
Jesus with our whole heart, we expect it from
every disciple in the church because Jesus
expects it. Discipleship cannot be just an ideal —
it must be an expectation! (Luke 9:23) Let me
remind us all of the commitment we made when
we were baptized as disciples.

Committed to One Another

esus is our role model. We are to be like

Jesus was with his disciples. In Mark 3:14,

Jesus committed himself to 12 men — to be

with them, to train them and to send them

out to preach. He made a decision to love
these disciples unconditionally.

Commitment involves friendship. Too often
our discipling relationships tend to be more busi-
ness-like than a real friendship. True disciples
really love and really like each other. Committed
friends have a vision for each another. Jesus had
avision for what each person he met could become.
The bottom line is that each of us needs someone
to believe in us. God does not give up on us and
we cannot give up on each other.

Commitment involves perseverance.
1 Corinthians 13:5 says that “love...is not easily
angered.” Our love is tested when we are with people
who have different personalities than we have.

Jesus had a vision
for what each
person he met
could become.

Commitment means we learn to enjoy the differences
rather than being irritated or condescending. As
in a marriage, we should appreciate the fact that
we are different! | have grown in sensitivity, love
and joy because of the influence of different
disciplers and disciples in my life over the last 10
years. We all need many types of people in our
lives in order to grow and be complete.

Committed to Leadership
1 ow we ask you, brothers, to respect those
who work hard among you, who are
over you in the Lord and who admonish
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:12). This
Scripture says that we are to be committed to the
leaders in our lives. What is your attitude toward
the leaders God has put in your life in this
church? We have to see our need for leadership —
which is really more like our need for coaching.
Even the greatest Olympic athlete needs coaching
— that is what discipling is all about!

We need to stand up for our leaders. In
2 Timothy 1.8 it is commanded, “So do not be
ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of
me his prisoner.” Numerous lies circulate in the
media and the internet about God’s modern-day
leaders. They are absurd accusations designed to
destroy God’s church. Our evangelists, women’s
ministry leaders, sector leaders, family group
leaders and disciplers are laying down their lives
for us in the Kingdom and for those outside the
Kingdom. Let us stand by each other.

One of the key ways we stand up for God’s
leadership in his church is by using our leadership
talents for spiritual ambitions. Too many of us use
our talents only to pursue selfish ambitions.
There is a great need for all disciples to desire to
lead and be raised up for leadership opportunities.

Committed to Advice
1! he way of a fool seems right to him, but a
wise man listens to advice” (Proverbs
12:15). When you think about God’s
church you realize what a rich source of
counsel is here. Many of us have received profound
advice about marriage, dating, and life! The way to
evaluate this counsel is to look at the results. This is
a staggering statistic: no couple who began dating
and were married in the LA Church and continued
to be faithful to God, has ever divorced.

The greatest need many feel for advice is in
the area of parenting. | am so thankful that our
children Brooke (20), Jason (18), and Ashley
(10) have been raised in God’s Kingdom and
especially these last six years in the LA Church.
Kip and Elena have provided us with tremendous
counsel for all three children. Al and Gloria Baird
are such an inspiration as all three of their grown

daughters are not only disciples, but have also
married disciples! Even though Robyn and | have
conducted many parenting seminars, we keenly

This Is a staggering
statistic: no couple
who began dating
and were married
In the LA Church

and continued to

be faithful to God,
has ever divorced.

feel the need for outstanding couples like the
McKeans and Bairds to help us and our family all
the way to heaven!

Therefore Go...
ver the years as a disciple, 1 have been
privileged to see God do amazing,
supernatural things in so many lives.
He does these amazing things through
the Holy Spiritin our discipling relationships. | pray
that 1997 will be a year in which God can work
even more supernaturally in each of our lives as
we determine to be committed disciples of Jesus.

He does these
amazing things
through the
Holy Spirit in
our discipling
relationships.
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A The combined AMS and South Central choir energizes the crowd with a dynamic number featuring Sean
Holland of the movie and TV show Clueless. Bernadette Philips Anderson (page 5 bottom right) delivers
an inspirational performance.

g . — < Joanne Webber with son Cameron oversees LA’s
‘I"iﬁ'" il HOPE for Kids* Toy Drive which raised 8,005 toys
'ﬁ"- u

| for needy child - - .
% - ey or needy children.
b . Discipleshi
1 Toy Drive Smiles: How did we bring smiles el
A

to the faces of 8,005 children who would have gone
without toys at Christmas? The LA Church of Christ
sponsored an annual toy drive at the LA Convention

Center this December 15th. HOPE worldwide LA “In YOUF heart, have
reported that children in local orphanages, community yOU |eft the dISCIpllng

organizations, and facilities for abused and abandoned
children were the recipients of these treasures. Other movement?"
donations were provided by Delta Airlines, International )
Tea and Coffee, and Imperial Toy Company. Al Baird

-

“The greatest commandment is to love God
with all our hearts. Mere ‘goodness’ alone
does not save us.”

Al Baird
Media/Law World Sector Leader and Elder

“The foundations of
discipling relationships
are trust and friendship.

" Authority comes from
the Scriptures.”

M, Cory Blackwell

“We must persevere in our love for each
other. Never give up on your brother. m— Y
Never quit. We all must feel believed in.” ;
Cory Blackwell

Middle East World Sector Leader and
Tri-County Super Region Leader

“We in the Los Angeles Church are
committed to our children. Disciples with
children must devote time to discipling Bruce Williams

kids and raising them to love God.”

“Discipleship partners must have
vision for what each other can become
by God’s power.”

Bruce Williams
Southland Super Region Leader and Elder

*HOPE for Kids is a service mark of HOPE worldwide, Itd.
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issions Evangelist
Lead Evangelist

“And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were
being saved.” Acts 2:47

“Grateful people evangelize.”

“Believe that God has chosen
you to go into the world and
make a difference.”

Marty Fuqua

Northern Federation World Sector Leader and
Metro Super Region Leader

LATINO
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION

lena Garcia-McKean, “100% Latino-born in

Havana, Cuba,” joyfully introduced the

new Latino Leadership Foundation and

Scholarship Program and its Executive
Director Luis Martinez, at the LA Discipleship
Seminar in December 1996. Latinos are the largest
ethnic group in the city of Los Angeles. It has been on
Kip and Elena’s heart for years to meet the great need
for young Latino leadership in Los Angeles. The LA
Church donated $40,000 to provide scholarships
for well deserving Latino students, based primarily
on financial need and merit of students with at least
50% Latino heritage.

The 1996-97 scholarship recipients are as follows:

Mirna Loughlin-Morales, Santa Monica College
(to transfer to UCLA in 1997), West Region.

Henry Garcia, Rio Hondo Community College
(to transfer to California Polytechnic University at
Pomona in 1997), East Region.

C. Abel Aguilar, California State University at
Northridge (CSUN), North Region.

Marisol Mercado, National University (Sherman
0Oaks), Central Region.

Dora Garcia-Saki, California State University at
Dominguez Hills (Carson), South Central Region.

Veronica Rodriguez, Long Beach City College,
AMS Region.

J. Emilio Flores, CSUN, North Region.

Sonia Diego, Santa Monica College (to transfer to
UCLA), West Region.
/) .

Raul Ramirez, Santa Monica
College (to transfer to /f
UCLA), West Region.

Luis Martinez, MA
from Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government,
and his wife Cathi will be involved
in an on-going partnership with the recipients to
cultivate the academic development and leadership
skills of these students. The Board of Directors of
the Latino Leadership Foundation are: Dr. Marty
Wooten, Dr. Shelley Metten, Abel Hernandez, Esq.,
Chris Miller, Esq., Rafael Lua, and Elena Garcia-
McKean. The Board will also be an active part of the
mentoring and training of these future Latino leaders.

<
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King_Sihanouk Hospital. center of HOPE

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA

by Frank Kim, Pacific Rim Director of HOPE worldwide

n Tuesday, December 10th, history was

made as the King Sihanouk Hospital,

center of HOPE officially opened its

doors in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. This

hospital, the first to be completely staffed, managed,

and operated by HOPE worldwide, is a 24-hour

free medical center where the next generation of
Cambodian doctors will be trained.

The day before the ceremonies, Bob and Pat

Gempel, along with Drs. Graham

More than superior facilities and equipment, the
Christian attitude of the doctors and nurses distin-
guishes the King Sihanouk Hospital, center of HOPE.
Patients are amazed at the love and warmth with
which they are treated, and the word of mouth
advertising is spreading quickly throughout the city.

HOPE worldwide extends special appreciation
to the International Churches of Christ in London,
Boston, Washington D.C., Los Angeles, New Guinea,

and Helen Ogle (HOPE worldwide
doctors for the hospital) and Dr.
Cameron Gifford (HOPE worldwide
deputy administrator for the
hospital), were treated to a four hour
audience and luncheon at the
palace with King Sihanouk and his
wife, Queen Monique. Dr. Graham
Ogle also serves as chief adminis-
trator for the Hospital.

The day of the opening began
with hundreds of school children
waving Cambodian flags to welcome
all the guests. Included in the audience were repre-
sentatives of several leading Japanese corporations
that have donated work and materials for the
construction. Queen Monique and Prime Minister
Ranariddh presided over the ceremony which
later aired on national television. Also in attendance
were seven ambassadors from such countries as
the U.S., Canada, and Japan.

Bernie Krisher, former Tokyo bureau chief
for Newsweek and current head of Japan Relief
for Cambodia, was the driving force in building
the facility. The hospital was designed by Tange
(Tan-gay) Kenzo, generally recognized as the leading
Japanese architect today. On the first floor are six
consultation rooms, an emergency ward, facilities
and the hematology and microbiological labora-
tories. Still under construction are the operating
facilities and the intensive care unit. The second floor
consists of two wards with a total of 40 in-patient
beds. Donated supplies and equipment continue
to arrive, but patients are already being treated
daily. The goal is to eventually see 500 - 1,000
outpatients daily and to specialize in orthopedic
surgery (essential in a country where over 60
people are maimed each month due to land mines).

A Queen Monique warmly greets the Gempels as she arrives
at the Hospital’s grand opening.

5 ,'.- ol |
A Drs. Graham and Helen Ogle are serving in the new

hospital in Cambodia. Graham is also serving as the
chief administrator.

and Manila who have all sent Christian doctors and
nurses to serve in the hospital. Cambodians have
suffered some of the most cruel injustices in history.
By the time the infamous Khmer Rouge lost
power, only four doctors were left alive in the
country. The King Sihanouk Hospital, center of
HOPE is defining health care for an entire nation.
Rising up in the land of the Killing Fields are the
healing hearts and hands of the caring workers of
HOPE worldwide. m

Directors Bob and Pat Gempel show a HOPE worldwide
brochure to King Sihanouk.

NEVER GIVE UP

THE STORY OF CIELO PEREZ
hen Cielo Garcia was baptized
about five years ago, she received
constant persecution, even beatings
from her mother, Chat, because of
her refusal to stop going to church. After some
time, her mother evidently succeeded and Cielo fell
away. She was gone for several months, but after
coming to her “spiritual senses” she returned
and quickly matured in her faith.

When Cielo was chosen to go to Phnom Penh,
Cambodia to help the church there, the persecution
intensified but she stood firm this time. As God
would have it, she fell in love with the church
leader there, also a Filipino, Blady Perez, and they
were married. Cielo’s wedding was the first church
event her mother attended. The amazing love of the
disciples changed her heart. Chat soon started
studying the Bible and was baptized. Her hushand,
Cielo’s stepfather, was also baptized. After that,
Chat’s two brothers were baptized, as was one of her
employees. Now, Chat is thrilled to see her daughter
serving full-time in the church in Cambodia.

o

A Blady & Cielo Perez are leaders of the church in Cambodia
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