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“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD
make his face shine upon you and be gracious
to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and
give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

2 Corinthians 3:18

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness
of the heavens, and those who lead many to
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”

Daniel 12:3

hine. That is exactly 
what my daughter 
Kristi did on Decem-
ber 21st as she walked

down the aisle on my arm
and looked into the face of
her soon-to-be husband,
Greg Bodzioch. It was a long
walk. Oh, the aisle itself was
less than 100 feet long, but
the walk had started many
years before. When Gloria
and I were married 35
years earlier, we immedi-
ately began to pray for our
future children. We prayed
that each of them would
someday wholeheartedly
give their life to God and
that each of them would
marry someone who would love them, but
would love God even more.

We watched God answer that prayer over
many years. Staci, Kristi and Keri grew up to be
beautiful women, both inside and out. Each of
them made Jesus their Lord. Then God brought
Andy Yeatman into Staci’s life; the first third of the
prayer was answered. Next, Keri found Steve

Hiddleson; only Kristi and the final third of the
prayer remained. God tested the patience and
faith of us all on this last part. “Mr. Right” seemed
nowhere to be found. Then Kristi went to the
World Leadership Conference in Johannesburg
a year and a half ago. There two old friends,
Russ and Gail Ewell who lead the San Francisco
Church, challenged Kristi to move to San Francisco
and go into the full-time ministry. She did. The
Lord and the Ewells chose her to lead a ministry
with a young man whom Russ had converted. The
rest is history. Greg and Kristi did an outstanding
job leading their ministry, and they fell in love. So
that walk down the aisle with Kristi on my arm is

one of the most memorable walks I have ever
taken. There the Lord turned his face towards us,
made his face shine upon us and gave us peace.

SHINING IN THE DARKNESS
Two modern-day heroes are John and Karen

Louis. In the midst of tremendous hardship and
persecution, they continue to shine as they lead

many to righteousness. God has blessed their
work in an incredible way as they have planted 10
churches in three nations, and two of those
churches have attendances over 1,000. Six of
those churches are in the largest Muslim nation in
the world. Much of the time that these churches
were being built, John was working a full-time
secular job! You will enjoy reading about them in
“The Sleeping Giant” on page 7.

God has accomplished things through us
that would have been unbelievable 10 years ago.
No one imagined then that there would be a HOPE
worldwide, and that it would staff, manage and
operate a hospital, and that the hospital would be in

Cambodia. The unbelievable
became reality last month.
Likewise, no one would have
believed that today there
would be a dynamic church
in Cambodia; but there is,
and it grew 75 percent in
1996. In the land of the
Killing Fields,God has opened
the doors for us to define
both Christianity and modern
health care!

With 10,000 in attendance
at the Discipleship Seminar,
December 15th was a time to
celebrate and be challenged.
Bringing over 8,000 toys to
the needy was the right way
to start the season of giving.
Spending the entire day
studying the call to disci-

pleship was the right way to start 1997. The
Lord has made his face shine on us and has been
gracious to us as the Movement of God’s people in
an incredible way. Each of us needs to be
transformed into the Lord’s likeness with ever-
increasing glory. This year we need to lead more
to righteousness than ever before. It is time to
SHINE, SHINE, SHINE! ■
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▲ The Baird Sisters, now all married, from left to
right–Keri Hiddleson, Kristi Bodzioch, and Staci
Yeatman. In a beautiful December wedding, Kristi Baird
married Greg Bodzioch. The happy couple are leading
full-time in the San Francisco Church.

Shine



iscipleship is one of the great principles
that distinguishes God’s modern-day 
movement from the denominational 
world. We do not just talk about following

Jesus with our whole heart, we expect it from
every disciple in the church because Jesus
expects it. Discipleship cannot be just an ideal –
it must be an expectation! (Luke 9:23) Let me
remind us all of the commitment we made when
we were baptized as disciples.

Committed to One Another
esus is our role model. We are to be like 
Jesus was with his disciples. In Mark 3:14, 
Jesus committed himself to 12 men – to be
with them, to train them and to send them 
out to preach. He made a decision to  love

these disciples unconditionally.
Commitment involves friendship. Too often

our discipling relationships tend to be more busi-
ness-like than a real friendship. True disciples
really love and really like each other. Committed
friends have a vision for each another. Jesus had
a vision for what each person he met could become.
The bottom line is that each of us needs someone
to believe in us. God does not give up on us and
we cannot give up on each other.

Commitment involves perseverance. 
1 Corinthians 13:5 says that “love…is not easily
angered.” Our love is tested when we are with people
who have different personalities than we have.

Commitment means we learn to enjoy the differences
rather than being irritated or condescending. As
in a marriage, we should appreciate the fact that
we are different! I have grown in sensitivity, love
and joy because of the influence of different
disciplers and disciples in my life over the last 10
years. We all need many types of people in our
lives in order to grow and be complete. 

Committed to Leadership
ow we ask you, brothers, to respect those
who work hard among you, who are 
over you in the Lord and who admonish 
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:12). This

Scripture says that we are to be committed to the
leaders in our lives. What is your attitude toward
the leaders God has put in your life in this
church? We have to see our need for leadership –
which is really more like our need for coaching.
Even the greatest Olympic athlete needs coaching
– that is what discipling is all about!

We need to stand up for our leaders. In 
2 Timothy 1:8 it is commanded, “So do not be
ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of
me his prisoner.” Numerous lies circulate in the
media and the internet about God’s modern-day
leaders. They are absurd accusations designed to
destroy God’s church. Our evangelists, women’s
ministry leaders, sector leaders, family group
leaders and disciplers are laying down their lives
for us in the Kingdom and for those outside the
Kingdom. Let us stand by each other.

One of the key ways we stand up for God’s
leadership in his church is by using our leadership
talents for spiritual ambitions. Too many of us use
our talents only to pursue selfish ambitions.
There is a great need for all disciples to desire to
lead and be raised up for leadership opportunities.

Committed to Advice
he way of a fool seems right to him, but a 
wise man listens to advice” (Proverbs 
12:15). When you think about God’s 
church you realize what a rich source of

counsel is here. Many of us have received profound
advice about marriage, dating, and life! The way to
evaluate this counsel is to look at the results. This is
a staggering statistic: no couple who began dating
and were married in the LA Church and continued
to be faithful to God, has ever divorced.

The greatest need many feel for advice is in
the area of parenting. I am so thankful that our
children Brooke (20), Jason (18), and Ashley
(10) have been raised in God’s Kingdom and
especially these last six years in the LA Church.
Kip and Elena have provided us with tremendous
counsel for all three children. Al and Gloria Baird
are such an inspiration as all three of their grown

daughters are not only disciples, but have also
married disciples! Even though Robyn and I have
conducted many parenting seminars, we keenly

feel the need for outstanding couples like the
McKeans and Bairds to help us and our family all
the way to heaven! 

Therefore Go . . .
ver the years as a disciple, I have been 
privileged to see God do amazing, 
supernatural things in so many lives. 
He does these amazing things through

the Holy  Spirit in our discipling relationships. I pray
that 1997 will be a year in which God can work
even more supernaturally in each of our lives as
we determine to be committed disciples of Jesus.
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by Bruce Williams

Committed Disciples of Jesus

Jesus had a vision
for what each
person he met
could become.

This is a staggering
statistic: no couple
who began dating
and were married
in the LA Church
and continued to
be faithful to God,
has ever divorced.

He does these
amazing things
through the 
Holy  Spirit in 
our discipling
relationships.




