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8,649 ATTEND LA MEN'S FORUM
18,148 SUNDAY ATTENDANCE IN LA
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A Editorial....
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“For we know, brothers loved by God, that
he has chosen you, because our gospel came to
you not simply with words, but also with power,
with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.”

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5

he men of the Los Angeles International

Church of Christ were increasingly

filled “with power, with the Holy
Spirit and with deep conviction” in the month of
September. It began with the decision to host
Men’s Forums in each of the 10 Regions of the
church on the weekend of October 2-4. Inspired
by our women hosting their Women’s Days and by
the tremendously successful Men’s Day recently
held in Mexico City, we decided to mobilize our
men. Earlier this year, under the leadership of
World Sector Leader Peter Garcia-Bengochea, the
1,037 men of the Mexico City Church had an
attendance of 5,000 at a hard-hitting spiritually-
oriented men’s event. Following their lead, we
designed our Men’s Forum to be much more than
an evangelistic service. We wanted it to be both a
revival for our men and an opportunity to share
our faith with our friends.

Prayer

The Lead Evangelist of the LA Church, Kip
McKean, realized that to accomplish our goals,
God would have to be with us each step of the way
and that much prayer was needed. A retreat of the
Region Leaders in early September began with
each of us pouring our hearts out to God on our
knees for over an hour. Since then we have had
weekly prayer times on mountains, on the beach
and various other places around the city. Perhaps
the most memorable prayer time was on a high
school football field. Over 3,000 men disciples
gathered on a Friday night in the stadium. We sang
together, shared good news and listened to Kip
preach the Word. Then we all poured onto the
football field in small groups for an hour of
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A On Friday, September 26, over 3,000 men from the LA Church gathered for prayer in a high school football field. More men were
present that night lifting their voices and hearts to God, than on the Day of Pentecost.

prayer. The hour was divided into 10-minute
sessions with a different focus and a particular
posture of prayer for each session. Each man in a
group was given the opportunity to pour out his
heart to God. These included prayers of thanks-
giving, prayers for faith, prayers of confession and
prayers for friends who would come. We prayed
kneeling, standing and lifting holy hands. Seeing
and hearing more men than were present on the
Day of Pentecost, lifting their voices and hearts to
God, was a scene that | will never forget.

Purpose

Reviving the men’s ministry required every
man refocusing on his purpose of seeking and
saving the lost. In the weeks before Men’s Day we
shared at mid-week meetings about the friends
who had committed to come with us and we
prayed for them. Some disciples were trying hard
but had no one committed to come; they were
encouraged to keep on. Some were not trying at
all, and their brothers helped them deal with their
problem and repent. The result was a new sense
of excitement and a renewed heart for our mission.

God heard our prayers and poured his
blessings down on us. The various Men’s Forums
were incredible. The total attendance was 8,649!
More than three visitors for every two disciples!
The women also had a special bring-your-friend
day that weekend which was highly successful.

The combined attendance for the men, women
and children was 18,148! — the highest one-church
attendance in the history of the International
Churches of Christ, and probably the largest
attendance of any church of any kind in the United
States on that weekend. We praise God for the
victory. But the real victory goes far beyond that one
weekend. Lives have been eternally changed. There

The combined attendance
for the men, women and
children was 18,148! . . .
probably the largest
attendance of any church
of any kind in the United
States on that weekend.

is a new dependence on God and prayer. There is
a new sense of commitment among the men. As a
result of everything that has happened, many are
studying to become disciples of Christ. Already in
the first 25 days of October, 332 disciples have been
baptized into Christ. A phenomenal 170 of those were
men. The gospel has come “not simply with words,
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with
deep conviction” — spreading WITHOUT LIMITS. m

MICHAEL LAMB
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v Cory & Megan Blackwell

Cory Blackwell leads 1,952 disciples who make
up the Tri-County Super Region of the LA
Church, and he is also the Middle East World
Sector Leader. For the LA Men’s Forum, the South
Central Region, led by the Blackwells, alone had
an attendance of 1,086. Cory brought 6 personal
friends, two of whom are studying the Bible.
Since the Forum, the South Central Region
baptized men daily. Recently, Cory’s father made
the decision to study the Bible with him.

odern men are on a desperate search

for heroes. Around the world, national

leaders are rarely examples of
integrity. Daily, the television tells us more than
we want to know about the sins of the president of
the United States. Religious leaders are often
caught in hidden sin. In contrast, the suspenseful
home-run race between Mark McGwire and
Sammy Sosa has not only renewed baseball as the
national pastime, it has given the media a unique
story — they are both men of character. Newscasters
pronounce, “They just don’t make guys like that
anymore.” Where are the real heroes?

Like many inner city families, my family did
not have a dad. He left when was I five. Thirty
years later, 19 million children in America live in
homes without fathers. A current hit song, “Father
of Mine” by Everclear, cries, “Daddy gave me a
name. My Dad, he gave me a name. Then he
walked away.” My Mom was the best “dad”
| could have hoped for. She did a great job
raising my sisters and me. Still, my dad’s absence
affected me. Hurt and
angry that he was not
around, | vowed that
| would be a great
father and hushand.
But personal anger
and determination
were not enough to
keep my vow. | found
myself not living up
to my promises and
incapable of develop-
ing deep emotional
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relationships. When | began
playing in the NBA, money and
fame became more important
to me than my wife Megan
and two small children,
Ashley and Amber. The more
| pursued my career, the
less time | spent with them.
| was becoming just like
my father.

At that moment God
brought some great men
into my life: Bill Hamilton
and John Causey, both
whom belonged to the
Chicago Church of Christ.
They were disciples of
Jesus Christ — the greatest
man who ever lived, a
man of incredible inner
strength, a man who was not afraid to show emotion.
He had deep relationships with his friends and
was utterly trustworthy with women. He was the
embodiment of what | wanted to be: sensitive,
strong, faithful, determined, and courageous. In
1990, Megan and | were baptized into Christ.
Challenged by Kip and Elena McKean in 1991, we
moved to Los Angeles to train for the ministry.
They gave us the dream of making disciples of
Jesus in South Central Los Angeles and in the
Middle East. Only Jesus can break the chain of
fatherless homes in this country and in the
oppressive homes in the Middle East.

A Ateach of the (4
challenged to pray,
and closest friends,

Real Men Repent

Religious groups for men have sprung up in
stadiums around the country. Men raise their
hands and pray in unison, repenting of sin and
vowing to be more like Jesus. A million men
marched in Washington. Then what? Did their
lives of sin change? Or are they like the president
who is seen coming out of church one day and
lying to a grand jury about his adultery the next
day? Do these men open up their lives to other
men on a daily basis to ensure the fulfillment of
their promises? Mere knowledge of Jesus and
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By Cory Blackwell
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religion are not enough to make me into the man
| must be. | must imitate him! | honestly don’t
know what | would do without strong brothers in
my life like Kip McKean and Al Baird. I talk with
them daily to get advice because they have been
where | am now. They have awesome marriages;
they have raised their children to be disciples.
They lead and inspire strong men of faith around
the world. If I want those things in my life, I must
entrust myself to them and carefully follow their
example without excuses. They teach me, listen to
me, pray with me, even cry with me. Jesus set this
pattern of teaching with his disciples so we would
know how to imitate him.

God has placed me in a ministry with an
overwhelming number of fatherless men. Because
God has changed me through deep relationships
with disciples, | am determined to train others.
Men tend to make “hanging out” the essence of
discipleship times. We need to have “hang times,”
but we must also deepen our relationships with
each other, be brutally open and pray together.
Brothers around the world must invest themselves
in the lives of young men who need a father.
The true heroes of the modern world are true
disciples of Jesus. m
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added to the Kingdom as a
result of the LA Men’s Forum

* Trevor:
Teen with a 3.9 GPA and golf handicap of 8

 Keleche:
Former National Communications
Coordinator for the Nigerian government

* Steven:
College student, 140 Ib. Division Wrestling
Champion from Florida

e Nestor:
Married, News Editor, ABC Channel 7

e Chris:
Single, Orthopedic Surgeon

* Steve:
29-year-old single, Malibu motel manager,
actor, surfer

e Chris:
Full football scholarship quarterback,
Cal. Poly, San Luis Obispo
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Director, HOPE worldwide for Los Angeles

“Inspired by the faith, leadership and example of both
Cory Blackwell and Kip McKean regarding the Men’s Forum,
I made a list of my friends and acquaintances, invited them,
and prayed for each one every day. God blessed me with a
total of seven visitors, among them: an oral surgeon, a
lawyer, a senior V.P,, and a prominent doctor. Also, among my
friends were two denominational ministers. Recalling Acts 6:7,
‘a large number of priests became obedient to the faith,’ |
decided not to allow my fear or lack of faith to hinder these men from becoming disciples. They
were quite moved by the Men’s Forums and both are eager to study the Bible. One of them called me at
5 AM Monday morning to set up a Bible study and he is sending his daughter to our teen ministry.”
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Behind the Scenes

The KNN video, “Where to, Sir?” had a
profound impact not only on its audience of
8,649 men, but also on the cast and crew. One of
the cast members, Shaun Bieniek, playing the
role of Mike Roberts, fell away from God four
years ago in the San Francisco Church. After
studying the Bible again with Dr. Dave Pitts and
Reese Neyland in the LA Glendale Cities Sector, he
was restored to his relationship with God and the
church during the taping.

Director Lance Tracy baptized a friend and
actor, Jamal Speakes, one week after the LA Men’s
Forum. Lance also flew his best friend in from

Seattle for the event.

3 < Shaun Bieniek,
playing the role of
Mike Roberts in
the recent video,
was restored to
his relationship
with God during
the filming.

» Video Director Lance Tracy kept
his spiritual focus during the
filming of “Where to, Sir?” and
baptized his friend one week
following the Men’s Forum.
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“Where to, Sir?”

A modern parable of the
Rich Man and Lazarus

Produced by KNN for use at the outstanding
Men’s Forums for the Los Angeles Church of
Christ, this professionally produced short film
challenges men everywhere to be honest and
real with their lives. The modern parable for men
was inspired by World Sector Leader Peter Garcia
and the Mexico City Church who originated the
Men’s Forum format.

“Where to, Sir?” reminds us that every man
decides his own destiny. Larry Goodman and Joel
Stout are investment bankers with wives and
children, but they have each chosen very different
lives. Joel’s love for wealth fuels his ego and
lifestyle, while Larry’s love for God has given him
apurpose as a true disciple. The writers, director,
assistant director and actors are all members of
the Los Angeles Church of Christ, most of them in
the Arts Media Sports ministry.

KNN is distributing this drama as its 24th
edition in numerous languages to all of the
churches around the world. Disciples will want to
use this KNN video in Men’s Forums as well as
Sunday services, Bible Talks, “Jesus Nights” and
for many other purposes.
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