A Kingdom Pict P|c s Relese “WOMN (F VALOR” A KINGDOM NEWS ETNOR PRODLCTON
Featuring; ELev GARci-McKEAN « JovcE ARTHUR » GLoRIA BARD « MeGA BLackiieLL « Cs Fugua KNN

Church of Christ

A KINGDOM PICTURES RELEASE

Par GEMPEL  LYANE GReeN » LISA Jomson « Emca Kint« Donna Lavi « Kay McKean

PO R0 "™t ROGER LB ™5 AR LAV, MARYANN ROSE & ROBI FAWCETT " ik EMLY BRIGIRDIER




®Editorial....

WWomen

"Valor

“With your help | can advance against a troop,
with my God | can scale a wall.” Psalm 18:29

he world spotlight has shined on the lives
of women — two in particular — with the
tragic, untimely death of Princess Diana

A Bob and Pat Gempel with the late Mother Teresa

and a short time later, the passing of Mother
Teresa. The obvious impact these women had on
the world was poignantly displayed as huge
crowds came with flowers, notes and tears to
express their grief and admiration. Each in her own
way, they exemplified what one woman can do for
the poor and hurting people in the world.

We all need role models — heroes to call us
higher. This issue of LA Story gives many real-life
examples of courageous women in God’s Kingdom
whose lives will inspire you to use the talents,
situations and circumstances of your life to fulfill
God’s purpose. What one woman with God can do is
evidenced in the individual accounts and comments
from sisters around the world. For me personally,
the women World Sector Leaders have long been
some of the most influential in shaping my life and
ministry. In the first few years of the Movement, God
used Elena Garcia-McKean and Pat Gempel as a
powerful team to train these women and to lay the
foundation for an ever-growing women’s ministry.
Elena’s leadership of the women in the Kingdom is
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characterized by her strong compassion and depth
of conviction for the women to be their best for
God. God has used Pat’s “make it happen” mindset
and her heart for people to help the poor and care
for the sick and orphans through HOPE worldwide.
| am inspired by Lynne Green learning Cantonese
and giving her heart so completely to the women of
China. 1 am encouraged to overcome as | see Donna
Lamb and Erica Kim rising above health problems and
hardships. Space limits my mentioning each of these
special women, but read their comments in this issue
and be called higher. No matter the occupation or
role — one woman makes a difference!

The Kingdom is full of women of valor. Just
a few days ago at a ticket counter at Los Angeles
International Airport, a woman introduced herself
to me saying, “I'm Bronwyn Howell, a disciple from
Papua New Guinea on my way to the HOPE Medical
Conference in Jamaica.” In the next few minutes |
was inspired by this doctor’s life as she shared
about the challenges of living in one of the poorest
countries of the world. She described the time
desperadoes armed with knives and a gun robbed
her of her van and medical supplies. God turned the
tables on the robbers as they were caught in a police
roadblock just around the bend in the road. Dr.
Howell’s van and supplies were returned to her
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immediately! On another occasion her six-year-old
daughter had to fall flat on the ground to avoid a
spray of bullets. This woman literally has “courage
under fire” and makes an incredible difference not
only to people in Papua New Guinea but all around
the world by her example of faith and loving service.

UNSUNG HEROES

Earlier today I visited a woman of great faith.
Tamara Hinkle, a disciple in the Anchorage
Church. She and her hushand Jim have been at the
Children’s Hospital here in LA for the last few
weeks battling for the life of their two-month-old
daughter, Chloe. That battle was lost today as the
removal of a tumor caused massive bleeding
which led to her death. In the midst of pain
Tamara was confident that their loss is God’s gain
and that God will use such a painful time to draw
doctors, nurses and family closer to him — and
heaven is dearer than ever to her! Tamara, your
faith has inspired me and many others. You are
one of my heroes!

I hope the point is clear. You don’t have to
be a princess or well-known personality or a
woman World Sector Leader to influence others.
There are heroes all around us. Be courageous!
Be godly! You, too, will be someone’s hero. By
God’s power you will be a woman of valor. m

BARBARA KRAFT




Forcefully Advancing the Kingdom
Through Women's MINISErY u e suser

od is powerfully advancing the women’s
ministry around the world. In the early days
of the Boston Movement, one of the higgest
challenges we faced was wrestling with the concept
of biblical submission. In the mainline churches,
many powerful women were letting man-made
traditions drive them away from Christianity
because substantive leadership roles for women
simply did not exist. Many timid and

traditional churches, the leadership is made up
of all men. Either the male preachers lead the
women’s Bible study classes and counsel the
women, or the women lead most of the activities
of the church and the men are not involved. God
wants us to be unified and work together in his
Kingdom. As women’s ministry leaders we need
courage to organize and teach very practical,

father and brother in Christ, Kip's example has
been a great influence on men in all the
churches. Kip deeply respects women'’s views —
including his sixteen-year-old daughter’s ideas!
He is truly an excellent example of listening and
submitting to one another out of reverence for
Christ (Ephesians 5:21).

The Women World Sector Leaders are doing
an excellent job with the charge of

lazy women used the misinterpretations
of submission to be comfortable with
little involvement in the church. Noble-
hearted women tried to work within
the constraints of the traditions, but the
only roles for them were in children’s
classes and fellowship dinners. Teaching
children and being hospitable are great
roles of true disciples of Jesus, but God
expects more of women in their part
of forcefully advancing the Kingdom.
For instance, we now take it for granted
that women are baptizing women in
the Kingdom. Only 20 years ago this
was unthinkable, yet Jesus said in
Matthew 28 that all his disciples are to
make disciples of all nations and baptize them.
Jesus had women disciples, too. As women, we
deeply feel this God-given responsibility to help
other women become disciples.

Part of God’s fulfilling plan for women is to
have a partnership with men in day-to-day ministry.
God desires men and women to work in harmony
and respect each other. In Titus 2, the evangelist
is given the charge to disciple an individual
congregation by discipling the older men, older
women, and younger men. Interestingly, he is not
given the charge to disciple the younger women.
The older women are charged to directly train the
younger women in their character and in their
relationships. This teaching helps the women to
have more of their practical and spiritual needs
met by those who understand them best: other
women. It also fosters teamwork and prevents
temptations between the men in leadership and
vulnerable younger women. In our church
leadership planning meetings, men and women
work  together discussing issues, praying and
studying the Bible. | feel 1 am a voice for the
women, thinking often about my fellow sisters’
needs and how to best meet them. Usually, in

A Elena Garcia-McKean, with daughter Olivia

high-powered women’s classes, counsel our
fellow sisters, and help plan with the men the
evangelization of all women and men in our cities.

My husband Kip’s incredible support and
respect for women’s leadership in the church has
been crucial to our progress. Kip has always
encouraged me and all the women in the church
to use and develop more of our talents for God. |
think God gave us Olivia, our first-born, to help
both of us be sensitive to the needs of young
women in our world today. Young women today
have more opportunities to excel in academics,
sports and the arts. The sense of competition and
pace of life has also intensified so young women
need a lot of support. We try to encourage Olivia
by giving our verbal expressions of love for her as
a person and express belief in her that with God
she can accomplish great feats. Olivia has her
own strong ambition to be a fantastic student,
tennis player, and Christian. (She presently has
the highest grade point average in her high
school class, is a class officer, a nationally ranked
tennis player, and a fruitful disciple.) She has an
intense love for God and his church because she
does not feel stifled. As an awesome husband,
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leading the women in their parts of
the world as well as being fantastic
wives and mothers. | am especially
proud of their devotion, sacrifice,
and love. Women from all nations
are becoming disciples and are raising
up to be inspiring spiritual leaders
for the women of their homeland. We
have so many multi-talented women
in God’s Kingdom whose words and
deeds are so powerful that even
“liberal feminists” are being drawn to
study the Bible. After attending Women’s
Day in LA (9,000 in attendance), a
local reporter wrote in her column:

“I kicked off March Women’s
History Month by attending the Fifth Annual
Women’s Day Conference sponsored by the Los
Angeles Church of Christ. | found the women’s
movement there alive and well, albeit with its
own flavor and mission. | was really impressed
with the diversity — all colors, sizes, styles,
ages, and socioeconomic levels were represented,
another ideal of the women’s movement. |
saw women who had a commitment to something
larger than how men would perceive them.
That, to me, is what women’s liberation is
about. It wasn’t that the women of the Church
of Christ didn’t care deeply about their relation-
ships with men, but their relationship to God,
Christ, and their study of the Bible is more
important than one individual man.”

This reporter was especially moved by our
sisters, reading and teaching from the Bible! | am
so grateful to God to be a woman, especially to be
a disciple at this time when we are pioneering
and restoring the Biblical teachings for women.
Let us love God, women and our families even
more deeply so that all women of the world will
have a chance to have a true relationship with
God in our generation. m
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KAY McKEAN,

New England & Europe

| am inspired by the incredibly
talented women in the Kingdom.
Dancers, singers, writers, actors
and other professionals are using
their gifts to serve God. The
purpose of every woman who is
a disciple is to find God’s will
for her life. When a woman
surrenders to God's will, he will
find away to make sure that her
talents and abilities are used for his
glory. We shouldn’t try to use our
talents to fulfill ourselves or feel
good about ourselves, but, as in |
Peter 4:10, we should use our
gifts to serve others so that God
can be praised.

LISA JOHNSON, ACES
Steve and | have little women at home, our daughters,
McCall, 8 and Skylar, 4. Elena Garcia-McKean's
relationship with her daughter Olivia is so incredibly
inspiring and motivating to me. | remember holding
Olivia as a baby, and when | saw her baptized on
KNN, I cried. When | watched her speak, | was so
moved and thankful to see the next generation of
women disciples begin.

The key to the future is for us to disciple the
next generation of sisters to have a dream and a
vision for the women in the world. God is powerfully

using a young woman, Cinnamon Carter Connor. |

When she was 21, we asked her to lead the
women of the largest super region in the New York
City Church. The Manhattan Super Region now has
over 900 women disciples. She has deep faith and
strong convictions. If we allow young women the
opportunity to rise to the challenge, God will use
them to change the world and build the Kingdom.

For Such a Tirr

The Women World Sector Leaders met in San Francisco for
to advance God’s Kingdom through women’s ministry. Seve
held around the city by the San Francisco Cht
interviews of these dynamic women of

< Kay McKean

A Kay McKean with Elder’s wife and Women’s Ministry
Leader Teresa Ferguson baptize a friend

< Lisa Johnson among the “next generation” including
her daughter McCall (to her immediate right)

LYNNE GREEN, china

Ten years ago, Scott and | moved to Hong Kong
with just 12 disciples. Our dream was to preach
the Word so that when the hand-over to China
took place in 1997, there would be a large
church of disciples in that great country.
This summer on July 1, it all came true. We
were there to see the faith of 2,000 disciples
— to see their courage, to hear their dreams of how
God will use them in the coming years.

There were many challenges in planting the
Hong Kong Church. Cantonese is one of the more
difficult languages to learn. Adapting to a culture
that was completely new to us was also a challenge.
= \We adopted our Chinese daughter,
Ariel (now 7), there. Our son,
Stephen (9), now speaks

Cantonese, Mandarin and
ks English fluently. God
exceeded our dream
~ for the Kingdom
and our family.

MEGAN BLACKWELL, Middle East

The world media portrays South Central Los
Angeles as being full of hatred. However, I've seen
that true discipleship can really make a difference
in the inner city. Reaching out to single moms has
always been very close to my heart because | was
raised by my mom. In the South Central Region of
the LA Church, we have strong, powerful single
mothers who are doing an excellent job at raising
their children. Often, in the inner city, respect for
men has broken down in the family. Relationships
between men and women are full of disrespect and
bitterness. Through discipleship, men and women
develop a mutual respect for each other. Cory and |
are so grateful for the discipling we've received that
has radically changed our relationship. In fact, my
Mom and Dad became Christians when they saw
these changes in us.

» While living in Hong
Kong, Lynne Green
and her husband
Scott adopted their
daughter Ariel in
April 1991

"li:l <Lynne Green with

her children,
Stephen (9)
and Ariel (7)
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» as This.....

1e of prayer, study and planning | joyce ARTHUR,

< Joyce and Doug

1Iso spoke at the Women’s Days | commonwealth ot it
Following are excerpts from KNN | ! had the privilege of being Jsica and
i the fifth baptism in the Christopher

Boston Church in 1979. I've

. been discipled by Elena
CHRIS FUQUA, Northern Federation Garcia—McKzan nogv for 18
| have noticed the recent empha§|s in thg media years. No matter if you're
o_n t_he need for volunteerlsm in Ame_nca. As the newest disciple in the
disciples, we are pgrsonally mvolved_ |_n great Kingdom or have been a
causes in our commun!t|es. My disciple as long as | have,
husband and | are e.xmted to be everyone needs ongoing dis-
on the board.of directors for cipling. We all must have an
ﬁOPE worIdW|de.. As volunteers open heart that shares all our
_ in one of the Russian orphanages needs, our thoughts and our
in Moscow.we recently ad.op_ted AN | Gins Hebrews 4:13 teaches
11'-year-oI.d girl, Anya. She is |ncreq- s that “Nothing in all cre-
ibly excited to be a par.t of Ol.JI’famI- ation is hidden from God's
ly and each of us is thrilled to

have h hall sight. Everything is uncov-
ave her. | want to challenge ered and laid bare before
women to be personally

involved in vol g thei the eyes of him to whom we
m_vove in vo unteermg their must give account.” We need
time to better the lives of

g ; . to enjoy having sisters in our
people in their community. lives who care enough to give
Ministry in South us advice and help us through our hard times.
Central LA and the | am so grateful that our family had the oppor-
Middle East tunity to live near Kip and Elena this summer. For
Doug and | to be discipled by them and the Bairds
on a daily basis was just incredible. Doug and | have
been leading churches since 1982, but we grew
so much from just focusing on being disciples.

A Megan Blackwell

leads the Women'’s A Joyce Arthur and the Commonwealth GSL Women

» From left to right:
Britain and Tammy
Fleming with Maria
and Chris Fuqua at
Red Square

ERICA KIM, Pacific Rim
Recently, we’ve been faced with many tragedies
in the world, such as with the deaths of Princess
Diana and Mother Teresa. In the Kingdom, we're
not immune to tragedies in our own lives as
well. My mother died when | was only 23 years
old. I've suffered four miscarriages, have been
cured from lupus and my brother died two years
ago in a tragic car accident, leaving his wife and
his three-year-old son, Hiroaki. The good news is
that God has worked powerfully through all those
tragedies. In fact, my brother’s widow, Masayo
(Mayo), is now a disciple in the full-time ministry
leading in our AMS sector and is engaged to her
co-leader Rob Narita who is an anchor for a
Japanese news program. God teaches us so much
through tragedies. Only through a relationship with
God can we overcome bitterness and anger, and  a Erica Kim with sister-in-law, Masayo
replace it with joy and victory.

¥ The Fuqua family:
Marty, Anya, Chris,
Maria, and Ben. Anya
was recently adopted
from Russia
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PAT GEMPEL, HOPE worldwide

As a teenager, | loved God but | wondered
why the things | read in the New Testament weren't
what | saw in the church. As the years went by,
unfortunately, | left the Lord because of my own
sin and because | couldn’t figure out how to use
my talents for the Lord. When Kip and Elena came
to Boston, one of my first questions was, “How do
I live in submission to God and use what | know
that | have to give to God?” I'm so grateful that
God has given us the incredible women’s ministry
and that Elena Garcia-McKean is leading the women
in the Kingdom so powerfully.

Being a disciple has
shown me how to use my
talents to glorify God —
beyond all I asked or imag-
ined. 1 would never have
dreamed that God would give
me the opportunity to help
establish housing for leprosy
patients, orphanages, medical
clinics and hundreds of other
programs for the poor in 45 nations of the world
in just the last 6 years through HOPE worldwide.
Kings and prophets longed to see what we have
been able to see in just the last 18 years: the Berlin
Wall fell, and Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa and
Rosalyn and President Carter received the HOPE
Unity Awards. Everywhere he has sent us, God has
moved so powerfully to help the poor.

<« Pat Gempel with
some of the
thousands of children
who benefit from

HOPE worldwide

< Donna Lamb
with husband
Phil and
children
Jennifer,

° Rebecca,

E Jonathan

té and Joshua

DONNA LAMB,

Central & South America

| live with the daily pain of headaches.
Sometimes they’re very debilitating. There are
days when | need to just be still, sit back, pray and
be patient in affliction as the Bible teaches. | am
learning how to persevere. It amazes me when |
see some women who pray diligently to have a
baby and then whine and complain during their
entire pregnancy. Whether it's a pregnancy, an illness
or a life-threatening situation, we must handle it
with faith and confidence in God instead of using
it as an excuse for sin. God promises that | can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me
(Philippians 4:13). Romans 12:1 teaches me to
offer my body as a living sacrifice in every way
on a daily basis to God because of his mercy. A

A Gloria & Al Baird with their granddaughters Kiara &
Kaleigh Yeatman

GLORIA BAIRD

Media & Law

| want to challenge the older women to be
your best for God, to use the advice, wisdom and
the counsel that God has given you through your
life’s experiences to help the younger women to
look forward to our stage of life. Then keep on
learning yourself. We're never too old for an open
heart and open mind.

| want to challenge the younger women to be
eager to learn from the older women. Be open
and seek their advice so they can help you grow
and be your best for God and your family. It's
great to see God’s Kingdom growing generation
by generation.

¥ Women World Sector Leaders in prayer at recent
meeting in San Francisco

lot of people ask
me, “Donna, how
are you doing?” |
can honestly say |
am doing better. But
| believe that I'm
becoming a better
soldier, and to me
that’s the most impor-
tant thing.
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Profiles in Courage

BJ FOSTER

Simultaneously working as a regular on the
daytime drama, Another World, and the hit
Broadway show, Into the Woods, BJ Jefferson was
baptized in the daytime
ministry of the New York
City Church. Though she
was professionally success-
ful, her personal life threat-
ened to ruin her career.
Unfortunately, her actor/
director husband had no
interest whatsoever in God.
Fearing her hushand, B.J.
would wake at 5 am. each
morning to read her Bible in her dimly lit bathroom.

When her hushand decided to leave New York
for LA, BJ moved with him in an attempt to save their
marriage. While many women would be bitter or
feel victimized by their circumstances, BJ persevered
in her faith. In LA, Kip and Elena McKean and Dave
and Coleen Graham provided her with tremendous
emotional and spiritual support. She became an
integral part of the AMS ministry. BJ had great success
with national commercials and landed many TV and
movie roles; but her marriage grew farther
apart. Their divorce left BJ with a $100,000 debt
to pay. Once again, BJ put her faith in God instead
of feeling sorry for herself. She not only worked
hard until the debt was paid off, but she was also
appointed a Women’s Ministry Leader. A brother
and faithful friend, Kai Foster, continued to emo-
tionaly support BJ through her many struggles.
Soon they fell in love and were married. Three
years later, Kai was appointed an Evangelist. Now
they are also blessed with an 11-month-old daughter,
Mason Kalei. In the last two years, their leadership
has helped grow the AMS Arts and Entertainment
Sector in LA from 87 disciples to over 300 attending
on Sundays. God is faithful.

A BJ Foster

MIHOKO MATSUBA

While a student at Japan’s International
Christian University, Mihoko baptized five other
women students including a lacrosse teammate
and a student she tutored. Now, two of them are
student interns in the campus ministry.

After graduation, Mihoko was one of five
chosen from 2,000 candidates who applied for a
job at NHK, the national broadcasting channel. In
her first year, she was promoted to director in charge
of a series of programs. Still Mihoko maintains
her focus to seek and save the lost. In September,
a woman she met on the train was baptized. Her
immediate goal is to start a Bible Talk at her office
building which she sees as her contribution to
winning the country for Christ.

JANE MOORE

Jane Moore is
the Director of On-Air
Promotions for DirecTV,
a national cable televi-
sion company in LA. She
was recently featured
in a company newsletter
article entitled, “Jane

Moore Sets the Pace, A lane Moore

Keeps the Faith.” Four years ago, at age 30, Jane
took up the grueling sport of triathlon competition,
which involves swimming, cycling and long distance
running. At first, her dream was only to complete a
triathlon, since she had suffered from scoliosis as a
teen. Since then, she completed an astonishing twenty-
one competitions, winning eight in her age group, and
has now qualified to compete professionally.

As a Family Group Leader in the singles ministry
of the LA Sports and Entertainment Sector, Jane never
forgets her purpose to seek and save the lost. In the
newsletter article, Jane remarks: “I have a great
passion for sports and | want to use that passion
and talent for God.”

CLAIRE QUIRAY

She has a two-hour commute on a
packed Tokyo train and frequently works
overtime going past midnight. In addition,
she cares for her father who is suffering
from cancer, while being on time to mid-
week services. This is the demanding life
that disciple Mihoko Matusha lives daily.

Mihoko Matsuba »

One evening Claire
overheard two disciples
discussing the Bible and asked
them if she could join their
conversation. They asked her
to study the Bible right then
and there. Claire, a Senior
Market Analyst at the Philippine

Stock Exchange, then
shared her newfound faith
with two of her friends. All
three were baptized on
the same day.

After becoming a
Christian, Claire won the
admiration and respect of her family because of her
love for people and God. Two weeks after her
baptism, her brother was baptized and is now
leading a campus ministry. Her aunt was baptized
and her cousin is currently studying the Bible.

Within her first month as a disciple, Claire
was fruitful with three more friends including a
dentist. Of these friends, two are now family group
leaders and one is in the full-time ministry. Having
been promoted four times since becoming a
Christian, Claire is having an impact at the Philippine
Stock Exchange. Two of her co-workers are now
studying the Bible, and many have visited church
or Bible Talks. It is obvious that Claire has the
boldness to reach individuals as powerful as she is!

A Claire Quiray

BELINDA TOWNES, M.D.

Dr. Belinda Townes is under intense pressure.
She is the director of Urban Health Initiative, an
organization dedicated to serving the inner city.
She is also a professor at Charles Drew University
of Medicine and Science. The constant, uphill battle
against disease, injury, poverty and ignorance in
troubled South Central Los Angeles is ever present.
But Belinda, a disciple in the singles ministry of the
LA Church, simply sees all the pressure and chaos
as away for God to demonstrate
his power, and she has decid-
ed to have fun with it. “I'm
secure knowing that this is
what God wants me to do,” she
shares. While other doctors
panic about the outcome of
their projects and the uncer-
tainty of grants and support,
Belinda prays, works hard
and watches God direct her 4 Belinda Towngs, y p
efforts for the greatest good. “It’s fun to see
what God is trying to teach me. | just do my work
knowing if 1 stay focused on being a great disciple,
the money will come through. By relying on God
I've developed tremendous faith for the future
of my research.” m
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